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LIFE OF JUSTIN THE MARTYR, CONCLUDED. 


That the vulgar made Gods of the moft brutith objeéts 
fuch as dogs, cats, wolves, goats, hawks, dragons, beetles, 


crocodiles, &c. &c. 
This zeal in the caufe of chriftianity, fet a keener edge up» 


on the malice and rage of his enemies, particularly that of the 


philofopher Crefcens. He finding it impracticable to confute 
Juftin by force of argument, determined to foil him by force 
ofthe fecular arm. Marcus Antoninus the Emperor, was 


not more remarkable for his attachment to philofophy than to 
the moft rigid fuperftition. He had been, from his youth, 


educated in the Salian College, and had there gone through . 
all its officesin hisown perfon.- His opinions of the chriftians 
were, that their refolute and undaunted firmnefs in death, 
arofe from mere ftubbornefs and obftinacy, rather than from 


a judicious and deliberate confideration of principles or ex. 
pectations. Crefcens found means to ingratiate himfelf into 


his favor, and foured his mindagainft Juftin. Indeed the Ems 
peror had been forewarned of this by Juftin himfelf, having 
been publicly told by him, that Crefcens, or fome other of 


their titular philofophers, would lay fnares to undermine, tors 
ment and perhaps crucify him. 


He had given great offence to Crefcens by the clofenefs of 


_ his arguments, and the feverity of his reproofs for his wick« 


edly and ungeneroufly traducing the Chriftians as atheiftical 


and irreligious. Juftin had told him, ‘ that he talked abous 
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things which he did not underftand, feigning things of his 
own head, only to comply with the humor of his feduced dif. 
ciples and followers, That in reproaching the doétrines of 
Chrift, when he did not underftand them, he difcovered a moft 
wicked and malignant temper, and fhowed himfelf far worfe 
than the moft fimple and unlearned, who are not wont rafhly 
‘to determine on things not fufficiently known to them; or if 
he did underftand their greatnefs and excellency, then he 
fhowed himfelf much more bafe and difingenious, in charging 
upon them what he knew to be falfe, and concealing his in« 
ward fentiments and convictions, for fear left he fhould be 
fufpected of being a chriftian. 

Juftin was in a fhort time accufed, caft into prifon, and 
afflicted with many preparatory tortures, in order to martyr. 
dom. He was brought, with fix others, before Rufticus, Pre- 
fe&t of the city, who was univerfally accounted. a wife ftatef- 
man and great philofopher, and was particularly addicted to 
the feét of the Stoics. He had the ear of the Emperor, hav- 
ing been his tutor, and highly honored by him. He endea- 
vored to perfuade Juftin to obey the gods and comply with the 
Emperor’s edits. Juftin plainly told him, that no man could 
be confidered as criminal, who obeved the commands of our 
Saviour Jefus Chrift. The Prefeét then enquired in what fect 
and difcipline he had been educated. Juftin anfwered, ¢ that 
he had endeavored to underftand every profeflion of philofo- 
phy and had tryed every method of inftruétion, but had finally 
takea up his reft in the chriftian difcipline, however unworthy 
it was efteemed by thofe, who, led by error and falfe opinions, 
knew nothing of it, but its name.’ Wretch that thou art! faid 
the governor, art thou then taken with that difcipline ? [ am, 
replied Juflin, for with right doctrine do I follow the chrifti- 
ans. Being afked what that doctrine was, he anfwered, ‘ we 
believe in one only God, the Creator of all things vifible and 
invifible ; and confefs our Lord Jefus Chrilt, to be the Son of 
God, foretold by the prophets of old, and who fhall hereafter — 
come to be the judge of mankind, a Saviour, a Preacher and 
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Matter, to all thofe who are duly inflruéted by him: that as 
for himfelf, he thought himfelf too mean to fay any thing be- 
coming Chrift’s infinite Deity ; that this was the bufinefs of 


the prophets, who had many ages before, foretold the coming 
of this Son of God into the world.” The Prefeét then fever- 


ally examined Juftin’s companions, and turning to him faid, 
hear thou, who are noted for thy eloquence, and thinkeft that 
thou artinthetruth. If I caufe thee to be fcourged from 
head to foot, thinkeft thou, that thou fhalt go to Heaven? He 
anfwered, ‘that though he fhould fuffer all the Prefect had 
threatened, yet he humbly hoped that he fhould erjoy the por- 
tion of ail true chriflians, well knowing that the divine grace 
and favor were laid up in flore for all fuch.?- And when again 
aflked, whether he thought he fhould go to Heaven and receive 
a reward ? he replied, ‘ that he not only thought fo but knew 
it, and was fo certain of it that he had not the leaft caufe to 
doubt it.? The governor then pofitively ordered them to go 
and facrifice to the gods. ‘ No man,’ replied Juflin, ¢ that is 
in his mind, will defert the true religion, to fall into error and 
impiety.” They were threatened, that unlefs they immediate- 
ly complied, they fhould be tormented without mercy. ‘ There 
is nothing, faid Juflin, which we more earneftly defire, than 
to endure torments for the fake of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and 
be faved. For this is that which will promote our happinefe, 
and procure us confidence before that dreadful Tribunal of 
our Lord and Saviour ; before which, by the divine appoint- 
ment, the whole world muft appear.’ To which the reft af 
fented, adding, ‘difpatch quickly what thou haft a mind to, 
for we are chriftians, and cannot facrifice to idols’ The gov. 
ernor then pronounced this fentence : “ they who refufe to do 
facrifiee to the gods, and obey the imperial ediéts, let them he 
firft fcourged, and then beheaded accordiug to law.” Thefe 
holy martyrs rejoiced and blefied God for the fentence pafled 
upon them, and that they were thought worthy to fuffer for 
Chrift’s fake. They were then returned to prifon, whipped, 
and afterwards beheaded. This was done about the year 145. 
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Juftin was a man of a pious mind and virtuous life; ten- 
derly fenfible of the honor of his mafter, and the great inter. 
efts of religion. He did not value himfelf on account of his 
great abilities, but on all occafions, gave the glory to the di- 
vine grace and goodnefs. He had a true love to all men, and 
an ardent concern for the welfare of fouls, whofe happinefs he 
continually prayed for and promoted, even that of his moft 
enraged enemies. In his apology to the Emperor, he thus 
concludes, ‘I have no more to fay, but that we {hall endea- 
vor, what in us lies, and heartily pray, that all men in the 
world may be bleffed with the knowledge and entertainment 
of the truth!’ In the purfuit of this noble and generous de. 
fign, he feared mo dangers, and delivered himfelf with the 
greateft freedom and impartiality. He acquainted the Em. 
perors, how much it was their duty to honor and efteem the 
truth—that he came not to footh and flatter them, but to de- 
fire them to pafs fentence according to the exatteft rules of 
juftice—that it was their duty, and infinitely reafonable, when 
they had heard the caufe, to difcharge the office of righteous 
judges, which if they did not, they would finally be found in. 
excufable before God—that if they went on to perfecute and 
punifh fuch innocent perfons he warned them beforehand, that 
it would be impoflible they fhould efcape the future judgment 
of God. 

Juftin regarded not the perfons of men, nor was frightened 
by any dangers thatattended his duty; and therefore in his 
conference with Trypho, he fays, that he regarded nothing 
but to {peak the truth, not caring who was difobliged by it, 
yea, though they fhould inftantly tear him to peices. 

When after the death of Antonius Pius, and his being de- 
ified by the Senate, it was pretended that divers miraculous 
cures were afcribed so the remedies that had been revealed 
by this imaginary deity ; Juftin obferved, that it was not dif- 
ficult for the devil, when God is pleafed to permit him, to dif. 
cover remedies for the difeafes which himfelf had inflifted, 
in order to procure the admiration of the vulgar, and, as Bas 
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I sonius obferves, that he might oppofe falfe miracles to the 
true ones, which were wrought by the chriftians. | 

Juftin not only preached but wrote. He publifhed many 
works for the benefit of the chriflian church, defcribing their 
general and peaceable conduct; with their innocent but ufe« 
ful lives. 

He particularly details the manner of their public worfhip; 
He fays, ‘ Upon Sunday we all aflemble and meet together, 
as being the firft day, where on God parting the darknefs from 
the rude chaos created the world; and the fame day whereon 
| Jefus Chrift our Lord and Saviour, rofe again from the dead ; 
for he was crucified the day before Saturday, and the next day 
(Sunday) he appeared to his apoftles and difciples. By this 
means obferving akind of analogy and proportion with the 
Jewith Sabbath, which had been inftituted by God himfelf, 
For as that day was kept as a commemoration of God’s Sabe 
bath, or refling from the work of creation, fo was this fet 
apart for religious ufes, as the folemn memorial of Chrift’s 
refting from the work of our redemption in this world, com. 
pleated on the day of his refurre¢ction.’ Therefore being fo 
met, ‘as foon as the preacher has finifhed his difcourfe, the 
people all rife up and offer their prayers to God.’ Tertullian 
confirms this, when he fays, that chriftians in their public 
prayers, looking up to Heaven, fpread abroad their hands be- 
caufe innocent; uncover their heads becaufe not afhamed; 
and ‘without a monitor, becaufe they pray from the 
heart. And Origen fays, ‘a true chriftian prays in every 
place, clofisg the eyes of his fenfes but ereAing thofe of his 
mind.’ 

Though Juftin lived but a little better than one hundred 
years after the crucifixion, yet the gofpel was then fpread far 
‘and wide; he fays, ‘there is not a nation either Greek or 
- “Barbarian, or of any other name, even of thofe who wander 
in tribes and live in tents, amongft whom prayers and thankf- 
givings are not offered to the Father and Creator uf the Unie 
verte by the name of the crucified Jefus,’ 
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Juftin was a man of {mart and pleafant wit, a clear judgment 
to confider and weigh the differences of things and to adapt 
and accommodate them to the moft ufeful purpofes, all which 
qualities of the mind were greatly improved by the advantas 
ges of foreign fludies, being learned both in the chriftian and 
ethnic philofophy, and well acquainted with hiftory and every 
fort oflearning. The only thing he failed in, was the’ knows 
ledge of the Hebrew and other eaftern languages. Eufebius 
fays, that ‘ he was a monument of fingular parts, and a mind 
fiudioufly converfant about divine things, richly fraught with 
excellent and ufeful knowledge. 

There have been fome objections brought againft the ex= 
cellent character of Juftin, and who is there that has left a me- 
mory free from cenfure. He is faid to have held fome un-or- 
thodox opinions. True it is, that he had fome notions not 
warranted by the general fenfe of the church, efpecially in la- 
ter ages, but {carce any but what were held by moft of the Fa. 
thers in thofe early times, and which for the moft part, are 
fpeculative, and have no ill effect upon a good life. Firft he 


has been charged, with too much kindefs and indulgence to [| 


the more eminent fort of heathen, and particularly toward So- 
crales, Heraclitus, &c. Such indeed he feems to allow, in 
fome fenle, to have been chrillians, and affirms, that Chrift 
was in part know to Socrates. Againhe fays, tnat whatever 
wife and excellent things, either philofophers or poets have 
fpoken, it was from that feed of the Jogos, the word, or reafon 
that is implanted in all mankind. ‘Thus he fays, that Socra- 
tes exhorted the Greeks to the knowledge of the unknowa 
God, by the inquifition of the word. But he no where af- 
firms, that Gentiles would be faved, without the entertain. 
ment of chriftianity; nor that their knowledge was of itfelf 
fuffictent to that end, but fo far as they improved their reafon 
and the internal word to the great and excellent purpofes of 


religion, fo far they were chriftians, and a kin to the eternal 1 


and original word; and that whatever was rightly dictated or 
reformed by this inward word, either by Socrates among the 
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Greeks, or by others among the Barbarians, was in effece 
done by Chrift himfelf, the ward made flefh. 

Another opinion with which he was charged, was his belief 
in the millenium or reign of 1000 years. ‘his indeed he af- 
ferts, that after the firft refurreétion of the dead, Jerufalem 
fhall be rebuilt, beautified and enlarged, where our Saviour 
with all the holy Patriarchs and Prophets, the Saints and 
Martyrs fhould vifibly reign 1000 years. He confeffes, in« 
deed, that there were many fincere chriftians, that would not 
fubf{cribe to this opinion, but that there were alfo many of the 
{fame mind, with him, as Papias, bifhop of Hierapolis, Trence 
us, bifhop of Lyons, Nepos, Appolinarius, Tertullian, Victo« 
rinus, La¢tantius, L. Gallus and many more. 

Jultin alfo held, that the fouls of good men are not receiv 
ed into Heaven till the refurrection, that when they depart the 
body remains ina better ftate, where being gathered within 
itfelf, the foul perpetually enjoys what it loved ; but that the 
fouls of the unrighteous and the wicked, are condemned to a 
worfe condition, where they expect the judgment of the great 
day ; and he reckons it among the errors of {ome preteaded 
Chriftians, that they denied the refurrection, and affirmed that 
their fouls immediately after death, were taken into heaven. 
Nor herein did he ftand alone, but had the almoft unanimous 
fuffrage of primitive writers voting with him, as Irenzus, 
Tertullian, Origen, Hilary, Prudentius, Ambrofe, and Auguf- 
tin, there being a general concurrence in this, that the fouls of 
the righteous, were not upon their diffolution, prefently tranfs 
lated to heaven, (or the full and final ftate of the bleffed) that 
is not admitted to a full and perfect fruition of the divine pre« 
fence, but into certain fecret and unknown habitations, (pre- 
pared by their Redeemer) where they enjoyed a {tate of im- 
perfect bleffednefs, waiting for the azcompliihment of it, at 
the general refurreétion, which intermediate fate they have 
. defcribed under the notion of Paradife and Abraham’s bofom. 


Juftin has alfo been accufed of mognifying the power of 
man’s will, but this he did aot more than molt of the Fathers 
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of the fir ages, till the Pelagian controverfy. How far this 
is juft, taken in a bad fenfe, learn from their language, Juftin 
in his dialogue with the Jew, fays, ‘ it is in vain for a man to 
think, that he can rightly underftand the mind of the ancient 
prophets, unlefs he be affifted by a mighty grace derived from 
God.’ Irenzus fays in his book againft hereticks, ‘as well 
may the dry ground produce fruit without rain to moiften it, 
as we who are at firft like dried flicks be fruitful unto a good 
life, without voluntary fhowers from above, that is (as he 
adds) the laver ofthe Spirit.’ Clemens of Alexandria, affirms 
exprefsly, that as there is a free choice in us, fo all is not pla. 
ced in our own power, but that by grace we are faved, though 
not without good works ; and that to the doing of what is 
good, we efpecially need the grace of God, a right inftitution, 
an honeft temper of mind and that the Father draws the 
foul to him; and that the powers of the will are never able 
to wing the foul for a due flight to Heaven, without a mighty 
portion of grace to affiftit.? Origen obferves, ‘ that the myf. 
teries of chriftianity cannot be duly contemplated without a 


better afflatus and a more divine power ; for as no man knows 
the things of a man fave the fpirit of a man that is in him, fo J 


no man knows the things of God, but the Spirit of God : it be- 
ing all to no purpofe, unlefs God, by his grace, does enlighten 
the underftanding.’ So Tertullian afferts, ‘that there isa 
power of divine grace ftronger than nature, which has in fub. 
jection the power of our free will.’ Yet thefe Fathers are of 
ten charged with magnifying the power of man’s will. Thus 
evident it is, that when the Fathers talk higheft of the powers 
of nature, they never intended to “exclude and banifh the 
grace of God. 

Some other difputes, or difallowed opinions may be proba: 
bly met with in Juftin’s writings, but which are moftly nice 
and philofophical. 
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ESSAYS, MORAL-AND RELIGIOUS, 


——sait Eg) © ee - 


FOR THE VIRGINIA RELIGIOUS MAGAZINES 


~ 


A series of letters on the tendency of religion to promote 
the happiness of mankind in the present world, 


PuHILANDER To PoLirus, LETTER Iv, 
SIR, 


Ir affords me much pleafure to find that your prejudices 
againit a life of piety are wearing away. Let me, however, 
arain remind you that mere reafoning can never give youa 
complete idea of the fweetnefs of devotion. It muft be expe« 
rienced, or it cannot be adequately underftood. My aimin 
writing thefe letters is at once to convince your underftand- 
ing of the happy tendency of piety, and to excite your hear, 
to an éarneft and perfevering purfuit of it. With thefe views 
I proceed in the difcuflion before us. | 

My fecond argument is that piety faves us from the thral- 
dom of vicious appetites and paffions, the great fources of mi- 
fery to mankind. 

That much the greater part of the evils of life {pring from 
our irregular and criminal propenfities is not a point of ab- 
trufe {peculation, but of indifputable fact. The paffions 
which govern men are indeed very various; and fome of 
them more manifeftly criminal and more rapidly ruinous than. 
others. But who is there, deflitute of the love and fear of 
God, that is nat fubjeéted to the tyranny of at leaft fome one 
unreafonable propenfity, by which his tranquility is often dif. 
turbed, snd his enjoyments more or lefs embittered? Who 
has not obferved and lamented the dreadful confequences of 


“unbridled pafions, beth to their fubjects and to others con- 


nected with them? And what but the commanding energy of 
religious affeClion can reitore and preferve order in the foul? 


Let us feleét a few inftances by way of illuflration, 
Bb 
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Obferve the viétim of habitual drunkennefs. Without the 
means of gratifying his depraved appetite, he is miferable be. 
yond expreffion. And what a train of evils does its gratifica. 
tion produce! time wafted, quarrels fomented, reafon prof. 
trated, fortune neglected or fquandered, friends difgufted and 
loft; the whole charatter degraded below that of the beafts 
that perifh, the deareft connexions reduced to want and beg. 
gary, and the body haftened to an untimely grave, as well as 
the foul to eternal deftruction. ‘Who hath wo? (fays the 
wife man;) who hath forrow? who hath contentions? who 
hath babbling? who hath wounds without caufe? who hath 
rednefs of eyes? They that tarry long at the wine; they that 
go to feek mixed wine.’ For whatever temporary gratifica, 
tion it may afford, ‘ at the laft it biteth like a ferpent, and 
ftingeth like an adder.” The fear of God is the belt prefer. 
vative againft this infinuating and deftrudtive vice; and al. 
moft without exception the only deliverer from its power. 
And will any rational man deny the fuperiority in point of 
happinefs of him who lives temperately over him who is un. 
der bondage to the intoxicating bowl? The drunkard him. 
felf does not deny it in the hour of fober refleétion. 


Contemplate next the man of pleafure, the votary of fenfual 
indulgence. ‘The miferies which fiow from lawlefs luft are 
much like thofe of drunkennefs, but more fpeedy and more 
extenfive. Thofe principles of human nature which attraé 
the fexes to each other produce, when exalted by fentiment, 
and governed by virtue, the pureft felicity of the prefent life. 
But how large a portion of the wretchednefs of mankind may 
be traced to their perverfion as its caufe! The debauchee 
makes great facrifices and pays dearly, even now, for his 
tranhent, infipid and guilty gratifications. He is the victim 
of anxious cares and terrours, the deflroyer of his own health 
of body and ftrength of mind, the feducer often and betrayer 
of unfufpe&ting weaknefs, the author of fhame and anguifh to 
himfelf and others. ‘ Marriage, (fays the Apollle,) is ho- 
norable in all, and the bed undefiled ; but whoremongers and 
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édulterers God will judge.’ And he does often judge them, 
even in this world, with punifhments exemplarily terrribles 
‘The end of a ftrange woman is bitter as wormwood, fharp as 
atwo-edged. Her feet go down to death; her fteps take 
hold on hell.’ From this gulph of iniquity and ruin religion 
has power to preferve the young, furrounded with temptati- 


on; and even to deliver the wretch who is thus plunging into 
deftruction temporal and eternal. And is not that chaflity 


which the gofpel enjoins, that honorable love on which the Al- 
mighty fmiles, infinitely more happy than a life of wandering 
debauchery? How much do the flaves of forbidden pleafure 
miftake the road to true felicity! 

Turn your eye now for a moment to the gaming table, that 
infatuating refort, where time is murdered, and fortunes are 
ruined by the arts of fraud. Mark the features of the groupe. 
Some are eXulting in the gains of iniquity, while others are 
frantick with grief and refentment. And thofe who now tri- 
umph are foon, in their turn, to be made the prey of fuperior 
{killin this trade of deeeption. It requires, [ think, no great 
difcernment to fee that the life of a gamelter is the very re- 
verfe of peace and happinefs. So obvious, indeed, and fo nu- 
merous are the evils produced by this fhameful propenfity, to 
individuals, to families, and to the community, that laws have 
been enacted to reftrain it, (though alas! too feldom execu- 
ted,) in every civilized nation. Who will compare the fhort- 
lived triumph of the gamefter, covered with bafenefs and in- 
famy which he cannot hide even from himfelf, with the tran- 
quility of the good and upright man who enjoys the fruits of 
his honeft induftry with the bleffing of his God? 

I with it could be faid with truth that thofe vices, and 
Others of the like nature and tendencies, were very rare 


amongft mankind. But alas, it is far otherwife. Their fub- 


jeCis are numerous; and the mifery they produce incalcula- 
ble. At the fame time there are many other domineering 


pafions, which though more fubtile and more flow in their 
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operation, are not lefs hateful to God, sor lefs injurious te 
human happinefs. 

Is it pofable the covetous man can be happy, whofe whole 
foul is devoted to the acquifition of riches; who facrifices e~ 
very pleafure, and almoft every moral principle, to an object 
which, while he approaches it, feems forever increafing its 
dimentions and its diftance? Does not experience prove 
that ‘ he who loveth filver is never fatisfied with filver nor he 
that loveth abundance with increafe ? fuch a character is even 
proverbial for foolifh labour and reftlefs anxiety. His days 
arefpentin care! his nightsin watching. Difappointments 
and loffes often plunge him into the deepeft diftrefs. En. 
flaved to the idolatry of gold, the covetous man is a ftranger 
to the pleafures of abenevoleut heart, and to the {weet chari- 
ties of focial life. His mindlofes thofe manly fentimens and 
feelings which adorn human nature ; and he becomes callous 
to every other gratification but the gloomy one of brooding 
over his heaps of wealth, which he fears to lofe, and has nota 
heart to enjoys The wife king of Ifrael draws an exquifite 
pidture of fuch a character, which we often fee exemplified 
in our days. ‘* There is one alone, and there is not a fecond ; 
yea, he hath neither child nor brother: yet there is no end of 
all his labour: neither is his eye fatisiied with riches; nei. 
ther faith he, for whom do I labour and bereave my foul of 
good? This is alfo vanity ; yea, itis afore travail.? Now 


_ trom this fruitlefs vanity, this fore travail, religion faves her 


difciple, by giving him a right eflimation of this world, and 
fixing his highett affection on God and things above. Whe 
Chriftian is no longer under bondage to worldly paffions. 
He feels himfelf but a pilgrim here ; his eternal home and in- 
heritance are in heaven. 

There is no paffion more univerfal among mankind than 
pride. Jt is that fpirit by which ‘men think more highly of . 
themielves than they ovght to think,’ and treat with negli. 
gence and contempt thofe whom they account their inferi- 
ours. Is was probablythe firit fin that entered into Ged’s 








197 


creation; and certainly made a principal part of that tranf. 
grefion by which our firft parents involved themfelves and 
their pofterity inruin. Every man condemns it; yet every 
man cherifhes it in his bofom, until it is banifhed by the fpirit 
of devotion. It would be eafy to fhow the abfurdity of pride, 
and how peculiarly odious it is in the fight of God. ButI 
am at prefent principally concerned with its tendency to the 
unhappinefs of its fubject. And this is indeed very great. 
Mankind take pleafure in wounding and mortifying a proud 
{pirit ; and its morbid and exceflive fenfibility expofes it to be 
pained by the flighteft affronts. Befides, as pride diflikes to 
own a fuperior, ur even an equal, and as there are fo many of 
this temper, it muft evidently be a fource of endlefs feuds 
and contentions. Hence the wife man obferves, ‘ only by 
pride cometh contention; yea, pride goeth before deftructi- 
on, and a haughty [pirit before a fall.’ Perhaps there are no 
pangs fo exquifitcly keen as thofe of wounded and fallen 
pride. And [think the providence of God often feems to fix 
efpecial marks of his difpleafure upon this impjous paflions 
‘ Better is it,’ therefore, ‘to be of an humble (pirit with the 
lowly, than to divide the fpoil with the proud.’ The humble 
{pirit is a fpirit of peace and quietnefs. While ‘ God refilts 
the proud, he gives grace’ of evey kind ‘to the humble.’ He 
who thruits not himfelf forward into the general conteft for 
preeminence will efcape its folicitudes and difappointments, 
He who ‘ walks humbly with his God’ will not find his happi- 
nefs much affeéted by the negle&t or the difefteem of men. 
Now this happy temper is an effential part of genuine piety. 
The whole gofpel of Chrift is calculated to make us meek and 
lowly: humility is the leading characteriflick of a Chriftian. 

Very nearly allied to pride is ambition: by which 1 do not 
mean the thirft of political power merely; but alfo that uni- 
verfal reftleffnefs and difcontent of mankind with the fations 
and circumftances in which divine providence has placed 
them, and their painful firuggles to imitate and éutdo their 
neighbors in a thoufand things which have no conmnezion 
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grith the real wants or fuhftantial happinefs of human life, 
This Spirit has often been made the theme of wit and ridi- 
cule; but it is not to be rectified by fatire. It pervades eve- 
ry rank and every fituation ; and is certainly a fruitful fource 
of unhappinefs. It fills the mind with envy, a feeling as pain, 
ful as it is abominable. From this bufy and endlefs turmoil 
the pious man efcapes. Feeling himfelf an heir of immortal 
glory, he Jooks with a juft indifference on the frivolous and 
fleeting diftinétions of worldly wealth, magnificence and pow- 
er. ‘Ihave learned,’ faid once a poor, defpifed, perfecuted 
difciple of Chrift, who had formerly moved in avery differ- 
ent fphere ; ‘ I have learned, in whatfoever ftate I am, there- 
with to be content.’ 

Once more : how genera: amongft men is the fpirit of re- 
venge on the reception of an injury : a difpofition unhappy in 
itfelf, and calculated to aggravate and to multiply injuries 
without end. What extenfive and dreadful calamities have 
often arifen from trifles, which a forbearing and forgiving 
fpirit would have fuffered to die away at the beginning, but 
which impatient refentment fanned into a flame. He who 
cherifhes malice in his heart may poffibly make its object 
miferable ; but he inevitably makes himfelf fo, whether his 
malice be gratified or not. The Author of our frame has or. 
dained that our malevolent paffions thould carry a part of their 
punifhment in their very exercife ; and that the infliction of 
vengeance, fo eagerly defired, fhould {peedily recoil in bitter. 
nefs on the revengeful. Now our holy religion abfolutely def- 
troys the fource of all thefe evils. It requires us moft care. 
fully ‘to follow peace with all men’ ; to forbear from every 
fentiment of malice and retaliation of injuries; ‘to pray for 
enemies’, and ‘to overcome evil with good’. And the injunc_ 
tions are enforced by a motive impreffive to the mind beyond 
allcomparifon. ‘ Be ye kind one to another, tender-hearteds 
forgiving one another, even as God for Chrift’s fake hath fore 
given you’. 
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With thefe brief itiuftrations I muft difmifs this part of the 
fubjeét. You will purfue it in your own reflections as far as 
youpleafe, And the more youconfider it the more highly will 
you value the gofpel of Chrift, which delivers us from all thefe 
‘vanities and vexations of fpirit, by withdrawing our hearts 
from every exceffive attachment to this world, and fixing 
them upon a treafure pure, perfect, and everlafting, referved 
for us in heaven. 

A third argument to prove the happy tendency of piety, is 
the pleafure of an approving confcience, contrafted with the 
mifery of confcious guilt, 

God has implanted in our nature a moft important faculty, 
by whieh we are led to compare our thoughts, words, and ace 
tions with a ftandard of duty, and to perceive, with confcious 
pleafure or pain, their agreement or difagreement. This fae 
culty we call confcience, or the moralfenfe. And its decifions 
are generally much enforced by the intimate reference they 
bear to the approbation or difapprobation of God, and to that 
retribution which we are to receive at his hands in a future 
world. Confcience is not indeed an infalible guide in matters 
ofright and wrong. There are, however, many points of duty 
immediately and intuitively evident ; and of many others the 
difcovery is almoft unavoidable. Hence confcience is never 
without means to exercife its power. It follows the wicked 
man wherever he goes ; for itis in fact himfelf. It reproves 
thofe dark iniquities which he conceals from every human 
eye ; corrodes his gayeft pleafures with the gall of felf-con. 
demnation ; and turns the down of his pillow into thorns of 
torture, How often have the pangs of remorfe thrown a 
gloom of darknefs and diftrefs over all the glory of the finner ! 
How often have the apprehenfions of divine vengeance render. 
ed life itfelf an intolerable burden, and prompted the defpair- 
ing wretch to caft it impioufly and violently away ! ‘ the fpirit 
of a man will bear his infirmity ! but a wounded fpirit’ a fpirit 
wounded with guilt and overwhelmed with the wrath of God» 
“who can bear’? And though many live in fin without this 
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lively fenfibility or extreme anguifh: yet there are few whe 
do not in fome degygee feel the lathes of guilt. And the few 
who have their con¥ciences feared, through long and uninter- 
rupted profperity in the ways of fin, gain nothing by this tem- 
porary and fatal fecurity. Sooner or later the awful reality 
of their fituation mult be feen and felt. It is literally true, as 
a general rule, that by the harrafling influence of irregular ap, 
petites and paflions, the rebukes of confcience, and the terrible 
profpect of death and judgment, ‘the wicked are like the trou- 
bled fea when it cannot reft, whofe waters caft up mire and 
dirt. ‘There is no peace, faith God, to the wicked.’ 

The gofpel gives peace to the confcience by applying ¢ the 
blood of f{prinkling’ for our pardon, and by leading us to the 
love and practice of univerfal righteoufnefs. For this is ef- 
fentially the prevailing character of every Chriftian. By thefe 
means he is reltored to peace with God, aad with himfelf. 
Confcience is to him no longer an accufing enemy, but a friend. 
ly monitor, and a minifter of the pureft-delight. The pious 
man, though he relies upon nothing but the mercy of God in 
Chrift for eternal life, yet taftes a facred pleafure in the appro- 
bation of God and of his own mind. He covets no extenfive 
theatre forthe difplay of his virtues to applauding multi- 
tudes; but is fatishHed with that honour which comes from 
his heavenly Father and from his own unbribed judgment. 
Amidit the troubles of life, under che miiconfliructions of the 
ignorant and reproaches of the malicious, the fimple confci« 
oufnefs that he has done h's duty, and approved. himfelf to 
the great and righteous Judge, bears him un with unfhaken 
fortitude and tranquility. An approving confcience is a con. 
tinual feafl, ‘ Our rejoicing,’ fays the Anoitie, ‘is this, the 
teftimony of our confcience that in fimplicity and godly fince- 
city, by the grace of God, we have had our converfation in 
the world.” Who that has wifdom to make a right judgment 
of happinefs would exchange the funfhine of his own breaft, 
and the {miles of Heaven, for the empoifoned bowl of finful 
pleafure ? Can any thing more fully exhibit the abfurdity and 
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folly of fin, than the confideration that it involves the finner 
in a perpetual warfare with himfelf, & well as with his 
Creator? 7 | 

Surely this one argument in favor of a pious and virtuoug 
life, briefly as IE have handled it, ought to be deemed fuffici. 
ent to decide the caufe. And here I will clofe the the prefent 
letter, by fub{cribing myfelf &c. 

PHILANDER, 


OE 


ORIGINAL LETTERS, 





; »  LeEtrrer 7: 
Wear Friend, 


Your letter afforded me more pleafure, I dare fay, than 
you expetted it would when you wrote it. It not only revi- 
ved in my mind a recollection of many pleafing occurrences, 
and gave meé a farther evidence of that candor and friendfhip 
which you poffefs in fo large a meafure, and which is fo agree- 
able to me; but likewife corfirmed me in the opinion that 
you have fome ferious impreffions on your mind about res 


ligion. I hope you find your thoughts frequently exercifed 
on a fubjeét, to which, it is poffible you may remember, they 
were once very averfe. Your being ‘‘ more than ever con- 


vinced that there is no lafting happinefs in this life,” I truft 
was the refult of deliberate reflection, and not a hafty conclu- 
fion drawn from the circumftance of being feparated from 
your friends, however dear they may be to you, and however 
defirable their company. Fora firm perfuafion of this im- 
portant truth, will have an undoubted tendency to direé& your 
mind, which is continually afpiring after happinefs, to feek it 
in fomething beyond this life, where it cannot be found but 
by enjoying the favor of God, and being pofleffed of true reli, 


gion. But permit me to afk you, if you poflefs the fame fentis 
C 
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ments at-all times? Are you fo fully convinced of the infufhis 
ciency of created g@pd, as to give over your expectaion of obe 
taining happinefs from it? Have you not fome fcheme in view 
at this very time, in the acquifition of which you promife 
yourfelf great fatisfaétion? Are you of the fame opinions 
when you are in the aétual poffeffion of fome pleafure you 
have long defired and fought? People are very apt to deceive 
themfelves, and to imagine that a difrelifh for the enjoyments 
of life, which frequently arifes from nothing. more than fome 
difappointment or melancholy humor in the conftitution, is 2 
convidtion of their unfatisfying nature. Fam unwilling to 


fuppofe this to be your cafe. Your natural vivacity, and. 
chearful difpofition forbid me to entertain fuch a thought, 


and your next fentence more clearly “fhews the contrary. 
You fay, ‘I wifh I could think ferioufly of-thefe things, and 
get my affe€tions placed on that happinefs which will endure 
forever. But Ihave a bad heart and live in an enfnaring 
world. I want tothink about good things, but when I try, 
evil thoughts will intrude and get foremoft.” A happy indi- 
cation I think of your becoming truly religious ; for when one 
begins to watch his thoughts, and fight againft the intrufion 
of bad ones, there are great hopes ofhis obtaining true piety ; 
and without ferious thoughtfulnefs, and confideration, I do 
not believe any pretenfions to religion willbe lafting. Well, 
if it is your refolution to endeavour to fecure the falvation of 
vour foul, I congratulate you on your happy choice, and pray 
for your encouragement in fo important an undertaking, 
You may meet with fome difficulties, and contempt from the 
inconfiderate, but you will rejoice the heart of all the lovers 
Jefus, and efpecially of thofe, whom I know you love, and 
with above allto pleafe. How happy will it make your dear 
parents? and how happy are you in having parents who would 
encourage and pray for your fuccefs in fuch a purfuit of unfa- , 
ding happinefs. You dont know how foon you may leave. 
them, or they be fuatched away from you. A more favouras 
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‘ble opportunity’ of endeavoring to make your peace with hea- 
ven may never be afforded than the pgefent. Why then 
would you defer it? Nothing can be more reafonable than to 
- devote yourfelf to him -who died for you, to whom you are in- 
debted for every mercy. For admitting every thing religion 
promifes tobe an uncertainty, they make the wifett choice 
who take it for their. portion. They loofe nothing in this 
world, or nothing worthy the attention of a wife man, for they 
can enjoy life as well, and relifh all its comforts in as higha 
degree as others; and then, if religion is a reality, they are 
infinite gainers. But happy for us we are not left in this fate 
of uncertainty. We believe upon the infallible authority of 
his word who fpoke creation into exiftence, that ** The was 


ges of fin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jefus Chrift our Lord.” 


‘¢ Firm are the words his prophets give, 

*¢ Sweet words, on which his children live; 
* Each of them is the voice of God, 

* Who fpoke, and fpread the fkies abroad. 
*¢ Each of them powerful as that found 

*¢ That bid the new made world go round; 
“¢ And ftronger than the folid poles 

* On which the wheel of nature rolls.” 


I conclude with affuring you, that I have a very grateful 
xemembrance of your kind wifh exprefled in the latter part of 
your letter; which does fo much honour to the difinterefted 
‘benevolence of your heart, that it is with pleafure I fubfcribe 


myfelf, your obliged friend &c. Q. 


. ee el ae 
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INFANT BAPTISM, No, IV. 


. mat} GD ie ——= 


TESTIMONIES OF THE FATHERS. 


Havine already, taken a curfory view of the evidence in 
favor of infant baptif{m, which arifes from the early hiftory of 
the chriftian church, given to us by infpiration; I will now 
proceed to inquire, what light is caft upon this fubject, by the 
writings of thofe holy men, who lived immediately after the 
times of the Apoftles. 

The firft author who is commonly cited as giving his tefti- 
mony in favor of the praétice now in queftion is Jreneus, 
who was a difeiple of Polycarp, and is confidered by Jerome, 
as a man of the Apoftolical age ; and is faid by Tertullian to be 
a moft accurate fearcher into all doétrines. He fuffered mare 
tyrdom at Lyons, before the end of the fecond century. 
There is however fome ambiguity in the paflage quoted from 
this Father, and his teflimony does not appear to me to be as 
fatisfa€tory as that of many others ; yet it is extremely proba- 
ble that he alludes to infant baptifm. His words are thefe 
«¢ Chrift came to fave all by himfelf who are REGENERATED, 
infants, little ones, and children; young men and old men.” 
Now it is well known to all who are in the leaft converfant 
with the language of the Fathers, that they ufe the word re- 
generation as fynonimus with baptifm ; and indeed they more 
frequently exprefs the external rite of initiation into’the 
Chriftian church by the former than by the latter word. 

The next ecclefiatical writer, who mentions the baptifm of 
infants, is Tertullian, who flourifhed about the beginning of 
the third century. His words are thefe, “ Jesus Chrift 
«¢ fays indeed, Ainder not little children from coming to me, but 
<«‘ that they fhould come to him as foon as they are advana 


‘‘ ced in years, as foon as they have learnt their religion, - 


*« when they may be taught whither they are going, when 
«« they are become chriftians, when they begin to be able to 


‘ know Jefus Chrift. What is there that fhould compel this 
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innocent age to receive baptifm? And fince they are not 
« yet allowed the difpofa! of temporal goods, is it reafonable 
« that they fhould be intrufted with the concerns of heaven ? 
“ For the fame reafon it is proper to make thofe who are not 
“‘ married wait for fome time, by reafon of the temptations 
« they have to undergo till they are married, or have attained 
“ to the gift of continencys Thofe who fhall duly confider 
“ the great weight and moment of this divine facrament, will 
rather be afraid of making too much hafte to receive it, 
than to defer it for fome time, that they may be the better 
“ capable of receiving it more worthily.” In the fame paffage 
he fays, “* What neceffity is there, to expofe Godfathers, to 
‘* the hazard cf anfwering, for thofe whom they hold at the 
fonts fince they may be prevented by death from performs 
‘‘ ing thofe promifes which they have made for their chil- 
“dren?” Upon the above paflage I would obferve that as 
far as the opinion and reafoning of Tertullian haveany weight, 
they are evidently in oppolition to infant baptifm, but at the 
very time that he gives his opinion againft the praétice, he 
furnifhes a flrong teftimony in favor of its prevalence. He 
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oppofes it, not as an innovation, which had lately crept into 
the church, but as an eftablifhed cuftom, which for a particu. 
lar reafon, he wifhed fhould be altered ; and it is not dificult 
to difcern, that this reafon was an apprehenfion that fins com- 
mitted after baptifm, were fcarcely pardonable, which pre- 
vailed fo much not long after this period, that many converted 
from heathenifm, deferred their bapti{m, until the hour of 


their death. 


I have already obferved in a former number, that it is not 
the opinions, but the teftimony of the Fathers, which ought to 
have weight with us on this fubject. In their opinions, they 
were very liable to error, but in their knowledge of the uni- 
form praétice of the church they could not be miltaken, Jf 
it fhould be faid, that it is very improbable that Tertullian 
would oppofe the uniform cuftom of the church, with regard 
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to the baptifm of infants, efpecially if he had known that it was 
derived from the Apoftles. I anfwer, that in this very paf. 
fage, he does oppofe what all muft acknowledge to have been 
an Apoftolical praGtice, the baptifm of unmarried perfons, and 
upon the fame grounds which he oppofes infant baptifm. And 
it will produce no furprife to find him rejeéting one Apottoli- 
cal cuflom, when we are informed, that fhortly afterwards, he 
rejeéted the Catholic church itfelf, and adopted the herefy of 
the Montanifls. Butas the prevalence of the practice at this 
this period can be fully eftablihed by other unexceptionable 
witueffes, lam willing that we fhould make no ufe of the tef- 
timony of Tertullian; and 1 would not now have produced 
his words, had I not been anxious to let the reader fee that 
however oppofed he was to the practice of infant baptifm, his 
teflimony is altogether in favor of its exiftence and antiquity. 

Origen, a man of moft extraordinary genius and learning, 
was born towards the clofe of the fecond, and died about the 
middie of the third century. From his writings we have 
three clear teflimonies in favor of infant baptifm. The firft 
is in his 14th. homily on Luke * Little ones, are baptized for 
the remiffion of fins.” And again in the fame difcourfe ‘ By 
the facrament of baptifm, the pollutions of our birth .are pur 
off, and therefore infants are baptized.”—** What reafon can 
be given for the practice of baptizing infants, except this; that 
none is free from pollution, no not if he be but a day oid.” 

The fecond teftimony, of this eminent man, is in his 8th, 
f-rmon on Leviticus, where he has thefe words “Let it b® 
inquired, fince baptifm is given for the remiffion of fins, why, 
according to the ufage of the church, that baptism, is given 
to infants.” 

His third teftimony, is found, in his difcourfe on the epiftle 
to the Romans, where we have thefe remarkable words “ The 
church hath received a tradition from the Apostles, to give bap. 
tism unto infants.” 

Cyprian, was made bifhop of Carthage, in the year 248, and 
ten-years afterwards received the crown of martyrdom, The 
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year before his death (viz. 257) he fat in council with-fixy-fix: 
bifhops, whofe decrees may be feen in his Epift. (58) to Fidus, 
which is flillextant. Fidus had propofed the quettion whe- 
ther it was lawful for infants to.be baptized on the fecond or 
third day ; or whether it was nceflary to wait until the eighth, 
as was directed in. the cafe of circumcifion. By the way, it 
may be obferved, that the propounding of fuch a queftion, 
fhe ws that at that time, it was commonly believed that baptifm 
held the fame place inthe New which circumcifion occupied, 
in the Old difpenfation: and that no.doubts were at that time 
entertained of the right of infants to baptifm. But if this 
truth were not fufficiently evident from merely propofing 
fuch a queftion to a numerous counci! of bifhops, their unani-« 
mous anfwer, will remove every fhadow of doubt. They de- 
termined without a diffenting voice, “* That the mercy and 
grace of God ought not to be denied to any infant, however 
young—that if any were tobe kept from baptifm, it fhould 
be rather thofe of full age who have committed great fins: but 
fince thefe, when they embrace the faith, are not prohibited 
from baptifm, much more, ought not the infant to be forbidden 
who being new-born hath no fin but that which he hath deri- 
ved from Adam by his birth”—In the conclufion they fay 
‘¢ that as none were to be refufed baptifm, fo efpecially this 
was to be held and obferved with refpect to infants and news 
born children.” 

Here then, we have the teftimony of a whole council, con. 
fitting of above fixty bifhops in favor of infant baptifm ; and 
as they were not brought together to decide this queftion, the 
unanimity of fuch a number, may be confidered as decifive e- 
vidence, that in the time of Cyprian, there was but one opini- 
on and one practice in the whole Chriflian church, with ref- 
pect to infant baptifm. If they had been colleéted, to deters 
mine whether infants ought to be baptized, it would have fur- 
nifhed evidence,whatever their defign might be,that there were 
fome antipedobaptifts at that time,for it was not ufual for coun. 


cils to meet, for the confideration of queftions, not difputed,. 
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But as the queftion before them was, whether infants might 
lawfully be baptized before the eighth day ; whilft they gave 
their opinion upon this point,they implicitely teach us, not on- 
ly, that they all believed in infant baptif{m, but that “nobody 
elfe doubted of it. 

As to the authenticity, and genuinenefs of the Epiftle of 
Cyprian, which contains the decrees of this council, we have 
the fulleft fatisfaction; It is quoted by Jerome, in his dias 
logue againft the Pelagians ; and Auguftine cites it more than 
once, and fets it down almolt entire, asa teftimony of great 
weight againft Heretics. In his 28th. epift. to Hyeronymus, 
he fays, ** Bleffed Cyprian decreed with a number of his fel- 
low-bifhops, that a child new-born, might be properly baptiz. 
ed, not thereby making any new decree but retaining the faith 
of the church before moft firmly eftablifhed.” 

About the fame period, lived the author, whofe work goes 
under the name of Dyonifius the Afcopagite. In his difcourfe 
concerning the Ecclefiaftical Hierarchy, he propofeth it asq 
gueftion ; “ why children who cannot yet underftand, are not. 
withftanding made partakers of the sacred birth from God.” 
By which baptifm is undoubtedly intended. In anfwer to this 
queftion, he fays, “* Many things of which we do not now fee 
the reafon are worthy of Gop—We affirm of this the fame 
things, which our divine guides have handed down to us.” 
Again, “* Our divine guides appointed that infants fhould be 
admitted after the facred manner.” By divine guides, faith 
Maxentius, ** is meant the Apoftles.” Which is evident e- 
nough. It ought not to prejudice the teftimony of this writer, 
that his book has been falfely afcribed to Dyonifius the convert 
of St. Paul at Athens; for this has came to pafs in all probabi= 
lity, though the ignorance of tran{cribers, who finding the au. 
thor’s name to be Dyonifius, haftily fuppofed that he was the 


very perfon mentioned in the Aéts. It is agreed by all, that 


the writer was a very learned man and his antipuity will ap- ~ 


pear from this circumftance, that as early as the year 420 
Theodorus debated the queflion, whether or not the authot 


was Dvonifiys the Afcopagite, 
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.“Gregory Nazianzen,. flourithed about the middle of thg 
fourth ecntury. From whom we have the following tefti» 
mony; “If thou haft an infant, let not iniquity get time, bug 
let it be sanctified, let it be confecrated to the fpirit: and 
whereas the Heathens ufe charms, and amulets to fecure 
their children, do you beftow on them the Trinity, that greag 
and good phylactery or prefervative.””—Orat. 4, on Baptifm. 
In the fame difcourfe he fays ; “ What fhall we fay concerne 
ing thofe that are yet children, and neither know the Jofs, nor 
are fenfible of the grace of baptifm? Shall we alfo baptize 
them”? To which he anfwers; ‘‘ Yes, by all means, if any, 
danger prefs, they fhould be sanctified, when. they have no 
fenfe of it, that they may not die unfealed and uninitiated. 
| In proof of this he obferves, that, circumcifion, which was a 
facramental feal (mustike sphragis) was ufed to thofe that had 
no exercife of reafon, After this, it is true he proceeds to 
give his own private opinion, that thofe children who were in 
no danger of death, might defer it, until about three years of 
age, when they might be taught to. anfwer fomething, ale 
though they did not underftand the meaning of the words: 

In the fame century, lived Ambrofe, {peaking of thofe who 
made Adam/’s fin no otherwife hurtful to polterity than by the 
example, he preffes them with this abfurdity, that their opi- 
nion, “nullifies the baptism of infants, which in this cafe, 
would be capable of adoption, but not of pardon.” He fays 
in another place, ‘* By Jordan’s being driven back, are fignifie 
ed the myfteries of baptif{m, by which the littles ones that are 
baptized are cleanfed from the fin of their natural ftate.” 
- Inthe clofe of this age alfo, lived Chryfoftom, whofe death 
is placed in 407—one of the moft celebrated preachers of ane 
tiquity. In his homily to the Neophyti, he has thefe words 
‘‘ Por this caufe we baptize children although they have na 
fin.” Thefe words deferve to be particularly noticed, be-, 
caufe the Pelagians made a great handle of them im the dif 
pute about~ original fin. They interpreted the words, as 


though Chryfoftom had faid, that infants were free from orig. 
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Pinal'sin; But Auguftine confuted them, by referring to the 


word (amartemata) ufed by Chryfoftom, which properly 


fignifies actual fins. Again, inhis 4th. homily on Genefis 
fpeaking of baptifm as the chriftian circumcifion, he fays, *¢ It 


hath no determinate time but is lawful in childhood, middle 


life and old age.” 

Jerome, was born in 342 and lived’ until 420, and'is efteem. 
ed one of the moft learned of the Fathers. In his 9th. Epift. 
to Lata, he fays; ‘* Uniefs you believe that thofe children of 
Chriftians who receive not baptifm, are the guilty perfons, 
aud not their parents who neglected to bring them to Chrifte” 
embraces &c.”” 

In his dialogue againft Pelagius, (lib. 3)the queftion being 
afked by Crito; Why infants are baptized, Atticus anfwers; 
¢¢ That their fins may be pardoned”—And again “ the infant 
is freed in baptifm from the bond of Adam’s fin.” 

Paulinus, was cotemporary with Jerome, from whom we 
have this teftimony ; “* The Prieft brings the infant out of the 
font, white as fnow, in body, in-heart, in habit.” 

Next comes that great champion of orthodoxy, St. Auguf- 
tine, who was born im the 4th. and died in the 5th. centu- 
ry. The paffages in his writings in which infant baptifm is 
exprefsly mentioned and vindicated, are too numerous. to be 
quoted. But he affirms that it had been the perpetual doc. 
trine of the whole church in all ages before him, exprefsly in- 
cluding that of the Apofttes. 

In his difcurfe concerning baptifm written in oppofition to 
the Donalifts Lib. 4. c. 23, he has thefe words, *‘ This is held 
“fas tradition by the universal church, when little infants are 
** baptized which certainly are not yet able to believe with the 
‘¢ heart, or confefs with the mouth, and yet no Chriftian will 
‘* fay that they are baptized tono purpofe.” He then pro 
ceeds to obferve, that asin the cafe of Ifaac the feal of the: 


righteoufnefs of faith preceded, and righteoufnefs itfelf fol- 


lowed in riper age, fo alfo, “ In baptized infants the facra- 
ment of regeneration precedes, and if they hold falt-chriftiap 














Bid 
Piety, convertion in the heart follows, the myftery whereof 
hath been already received.in the body,” 
Speaking, in another place, of infant baptifm, he fays, * The 
“ doétrine itfelf gives us no trouble, being long fince eftablifh, 
“ edin the chriftian church, by the higheft authority.” A. 
gain, “‘ Phe queflion between them and us is not whether in- 


fants are to be baptized ; for that infants fhould be baptized 
nobody doubts; and although they contradic us -on the quef- 


; tion which relates to its benefit, yet of this they entertain no 


doubt.” 

In this difpute wit hthe Pelagians, he fays ** Doth Chrifl pros 
fit infants that are baptized, or doth he not? He muft needg 
fay, that he doth profit, becaufe he is. preft with the authority 
ef the church our mother”—“ If they fay that Chrift does not, 
“‘ profit infants baptized, they of neceflity afirm that infants 
¢ are fuperfluoufly baptized, but this, thefe very heretics dare 
not fay, for they fly to this evafion, that they are not baptized 
for falvation, but for the kingdom of heaven.” 

Epift. 89. ‘* The baptifm of infants is not fuperfluous, in 
order that by regeneration they may be freed fromthe cone. 
demnation received from Adam” & 

_Enchifidioa c. 42. ** From theinfant new-born-to decrepid 


gid age none are to be prohibited from baptifm.” 


I will conclude this lift of teitimonies by producing the de- 
crees of the-councils of Carthage and of Miletus on this points 
both of thefe fat about the beginning of the Sth. century. 

«© Whofoever denies that infants are by the baptifm of 
Chrift freed-from perdition, and made partakers ‘of eternal 
life, let him be anathema.” 


In the fecond it is faid, that the catholic church, every where 
diffufed, always underftood and afferted that this wasan Apof- 
tolical prattice. 

I will now fubjoin afew authorities to prove that ‘baptifm 


‘was a cuftomary rite among the Jews, adminiftred both te 
‘patives and profelytes; 
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Phe Uraelites do not enter into €6¥efiant but by thefa 
¢¢ three things, by circumcifion, by baptifm, and by a peace; 
6© offering” —Talinud, 

‘6 The Jews in old time did not enter into covenant but by 
“ circumtifion and baptifm”—Gemara. 

“ By three things the Ifraelites entered itito covenant, by 
“ circumcifion, baptifm, and‘facrafice”’— Maimonides. ° 

Again, “ In all ages as often as a gentile will enter into the 


¢¢ covenatit and receive the yoke of the law upon him, it wag 


¢* neceflary that circumcifion and baptifm fhould be ufed for 
¢* him, befides fprinkling of the facrifice, and if it were a woe 
«man baptifm and facrifice, according to Num. xv. 15 as to 
“6 you, fo alfo to the profelyte’’— Maimonides. 

~ And aé to the origin of this practice, the Jews fuppofed 
that it took its rife at the time of the giving of the law on Sie 


nai, and was authorized by this command * Go to the people 


and sanétfij them to day, and to-morrow” (Ex. xix. 10) So 
Maimonides fays, “ Baptifm was in the defart before the gis 
ving of the Law, according as it is faid—thou fhalt fan@i. 
fy them.” 

‘“¢ He wants the rite of a Profelyte forever unlefs he be esis 
tized, and circumcifed”—Gemara Babylon, 


fOR THE VIRGINIA RELIGIOUS MAGAZINE, 





THE HISTORY OF JACK VINCENT, 


“ 


Showing what a sad thing it is for parents not to train up 
their children in the fear of the Lord. 


Rivinc, not long fince, paft one of thofe places of vice and 
drunkennefs, which are fo numerous on our public roads, I 
heard the voice of diftrefs, Though I have always made ‘ic 
a point not to flop at fuch houfes, yet here, I thought, ought 
to be an exceptionto my rule; Thecalls of humanity fhould 
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fiever be nepiedted. °F immediately alighted and went inaw 
But futh a fcene of horror? Gracious Heaven! exclaimed 
to what miferies are the children of men «x pofed in this world? 
- There lay, on a dirty mattrefs, in one corner of the room, @ 
fick man juft on the verge of eternity. His body was emacie 
ated toa fkeleton. His vifage was deformed with horror, 
His trembling lips, his diftorted features, his wildly faring 
eyes, all fpoke the anguith of his foul. Befide him fata 
young female, I fappofe about twenty years of age, upom 
whofe countenance there was pointed a fettled gloom, which 
indicated the deepeft diftrefs. She filently bended over a 
pale, fickly looking infant, which lay inher lap. It was the 
fick man’s wife. Near the bed flood, leaning on a ftaff, a woe 
man, whofe face was deeply furrowed, and her limbs were 
decript with age.. Her anxious countenance, her officious 
care, foon informed me that fhe was the mother to the fon of 
forrow, who lay onthe bed. The only other perfon in the 
room was an old man, who exhaulted by watching and fatigue, 
had fallen afleep on a narrow dirty bench—It was the father, 
| my prefence put a ftop to the wailings which I had heard, As 
EI entered, the dying man.raifed a hopelefs eye towards mey 
and gave a groan which entered my foul. 

J was unable to fpeak—-An awful filence prevailed in the 
room, which was rendered more difmal by the profane, noify, 
vulgar mirth of a drinking party in the only other room of 
the houfe. The fick man, at length, with that extraordinary 
flrength, which dying perfons fometimes have, half raifed hime 
felfup, ftretched forth his arms, and exclaimed with vehe. 
mence, * O God! O God! I am loft forever! Save me2 
Pray for me! Hold me! Iam gone!” Then finking oe 
he gave a deep convulfive groan and expired. 

_ The fcene which enfued is indefcribable. The wife, filent 
and immovable asa ftatue, was fwallowed up in grief too 
mighty for utterance. The mother, in all the agonies of ma« 


ternal diftrefs, cried with the royal mourner, O my fon? my 
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fon! would to God I had died for thee! While the Father, 
farting from his homely couch, ftared wildly about, with an 
air of diftraGtion. The drunken wretches in the adjoining 
room, hearing this unufual cry, rufhed tumultuoufly in, and 
feeing the lifelefs body of the man, and the diftrefs of the fa- 
mily, {ruck with remorfe and fhame, and terror, they hafti- 
hy retired. 

{endeavored to perfom the offices of humanity to thefe af. 
Mi&ted people. And while I was thus engaged, there ftepped 
in an old Gentleman, whofe firft appearance greatly prepoffef. 
fed me in his favour. His countenance was placid; his eye 
‘beamed benevolence; and the very tones of his voice {poke 
the foftnefs of his heart. Influenced by the principles of that 
religion which he profeffed, he had, with a parental tendernefs 
affifted thefe poor, afflicted people. After adminiftering that 
confolation which Chriftianity affords, and giving fome necef- 
fary dire€tions, Old Mr. Jervas invited me to his houfe. I 
gladly accepted this invitation; and from him I received the 
following narrative. 

“‘ Jack Vincent was born of honeft, and refpeftable parents, 
‘in one of the neighbouring counties. They are profeffors in 
the Chriftian church, and are thought, by all their neighbors, 
‘to be truly pious people. Their principal fault, as far as | 
dave known, is the indulgence with which they treat their 
children ; and the neglect of ‘training them up in the nurture, 
and admonition of the Lord.’ ‘Tothis, and nothing-elfe, do! 
afcribe the unhappy life, and miferable death of the unfortu- 
nate young man, whom you faw expiring in fuch agony, a lit: 
tle while ago. Jack was the eldeft fon, and the favourite, 
He was, indeed, alad of fine parts, and would have made 2 
refpeCtable and ufeful member of fociety, had he been proper. 
dy trained. But negle¢t and indulgence ruined him. As 


foon as he began to utter his wants, his wifhes were gratified 
without reftraint. If Jack cried he muft have a lump of fugar 


or a fweetcake to make him quiet. If a fervant vexed him, 
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he was encouraged to ftrikehim. Every thing was made td 
bend to wis will. Thus every paflion grew ftronger by indule ’ 
gence; fo that I have feen him, (for I have always been very 
intimate in the family) by the time he was: four years of age, 
upon being croffed in his inclinations, fall upon the floor, and, 
rave, and crv, until what he afeed for was given. But parents 
when they have thought proper to deny any thing to a child, 
ought never to yield to its importunity. My own rule, Sir, 
always has been, to fpeak to children with caution; to anlwer, 
all their requefts with deliberation ; and when once I have gi~ 
ven an anfwer, they never apply to me again on the fame 
fubject. 

There was another thing, which was greatly injurious to 
Jack. I remarked, I believe, that he was a (prightly lad, His 
childifh fallies of wit, as was very natural, greatly delighted. 
his parents ; and their weak fondne(s made them confider mae 
ny of his little, mifchievous pranks, as inftances of his {marte 
nefs. Thus cats, dogs, little fervants, and every thing about. 
the houfe, capable of feeling, were ‘+ play places for his wit.” 
His parents would, indeed, often reprove him for thefe anluc- 


s ky tricks, But it was commonly done in fuch a laughing way, 


that the child could fee plainly enough, that in their hearts 

they were not difpleafed. This, inftead of checking, would. 
encourage him to go farther. Many parents, in this way, act 
very unwifely. Ifachild does wrong and deferve reproof, it 
fhould be given ferioufly ; but if he is doing right, why re~ 
prove him at all? Children have much more fagacity, at a 

very early age, than many people fuppole. They know very. 
well, when vou. jeft, and when you are inearneft. And if you 


| are in the habit of reproving them in a jefting way ; they will 


foon get into a habit of difobeying you ; and very poffibly, of 
totally negleGting your commands. [n this way poor Jack 
Vincent was greatly injured. He did not fear his parents; 
and conftant indulgence, and unreftrained gratification of his 
defires, foon brought him to love to have his own way, better 
than he loved them. I obferved before, that his parents are 
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thought'to be pious people. Sontéwhat impreffed withthe 
advantage, and neceffity of a religious education, they frequems 
ly attempted to give their fon that inftra&tion, which they bee 
lieved to be important; but this was quite a painful thing to 
the child, and they were fo foolithly: fond; as to negleé& their 
duty, becaufe the performance of it croffed his inclinations, 
The hope, which fo frequently foothes both the. love and.va. 
nity of parents, that their children will, after all,turn owt welh 
was cherifhed by them, to the neglect of thofe endeavours; 
which alone can lay any rational foundation for hope in fach 
acafe. Jack, however, was put to learning his catechifm, but 
inftead of learning it, he would be out, hunting birds nefts, 
playing marbles, or engaged in fome other childiffy fport.. ‘So 
that the Sabbath was Fack’s chief play day. Heé was often then, 
to be feen rambling from one plantation, to another, with half 
a dozen little negroes at his heels, frémi morning till night. 
After much trouble, however, he was prevailed upon to get 
his catechifm, fo that he could fay it to the minifter ; and-this 
was thought to be enough. His parents indeed perfuaded 
themfelves, that this was all that they could dos Many pas 
rents, are on this point ftrangely miftaken—— But Lafle your 
pardon, Sir, faid Mr. Jervas, I was to give you the hiftory of 
Jack Vincent, and I find that I am continually digrefling to e- 
ther people. I begged him, however to goon: affuring hing 
that I was highly entertained with thefe occafional remarks / 
that I confidered them as the refult of long experience, and 
obfervation ; and thatthey made his ftory more interefting——+ 
Well, replied he, fmiling, I am an o/¢ man, and muft talk, F 
fuppofe, in an old man’s way.—Parents then, L-remark, are of 
ten ftrangely miftaken in this point. I have met with many; 
who think that they have done their duty, if they have taught 
their children, when very young, to repéat the Lord’s prayers 
and a year or two after to repeat the catechifm. If in additi 
on to thefe things, they take their children to church, when it 
is convenient, they wonder what more is neceffary ; and are 


furprifed that they do not walk in’ the ‘paths of piety, It we 
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do no more than this, however, very little is done.—But to 
return to Jack Vincent. He was indeed, fometimes required 
to go to church ; but when there, he was permitted to fit or 
ftand, to go out or come in, juft as he chofe. Thus he was 
inftruéted in nothing valuable, either at home or abroad. Ang 
he foon became the difturber of whatever congregation he hap. 
pened tobe in. Jack at firft went out of church, merely be- 
caufe he hated confinement, and his parents excufed it, becaufe 
it was hard upon a young thing like him to be confined fo long, 
But this threw the lad into the very worlt company to be met 
with in our country. The moft loofe, idle, vulgar, fellows in 
the world, are thofe who go to church for no purpofe but to 
behave amifs. Whether it is pure wickedicis which leads 
them to glory in their shame ; or ftupidity, which leads them 
to fuppofe that this is smurt and clever, [know not, But fuch 
there are, infefting almoft every place of public worthip, in 
this part of the country. What a pity it is, that parents will 
fuffer their children to act in this way ! And how fad the cafe, 
is, when parents themfelves fet the example ! As to my know- 
ledge is frequently done. When Jack fell in with this fet he 
rapidly grew worfe. He foon loft that modefty, which is the 
laft-fortrefs ‘of youth: For when a young man becomes inca~ 
pable of blufhing, I generally confider him as hopelefs. And 
when I heard Jack Vincent, reply, * I dont care,” to a come= 
panion’ of his, not fo gracelefs as himfelf, who reproved him 
for fwearing, in the prefence of a grave and refpeétable cler. 
gyman, I gave him upasruined. It was unfortunate for Jack, 
that among thofe companiuns, who frequented the corners of 
churches in time of public fervice, he fell in with Tommy 
Lowrey. He was the fon of parents, who had a greater res 
putation for piety, than any other perfons in the neighborhood. 
But they were of that miftaken clafs, who fuppofe that religi- 
on requires a fad countenance, a melancholy air, anc perpetus 
al fighing. Thefe honeft people were determined to train up 
their children, in the paths of virtue, and piety : and were con~ 
tinually giving leCtures to “— But this, which is in itfelf 
e 
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» very good thing, was done in fuch a way, as to have the very 
wortt effe&t in the world. Deep, heavy fighs, were uniformly 
the prelude to religious converfation with their children. And 
whatever they faid, was {poken with.fuch.a gloomy, forbidding 
eountenance, and a tone fo melancholy, that the child was 
frightened almoft todeath. Religion, inftead of being repre- 
fented in its own lovely colours, was fhown in the gloomy. garb 
of fuperftition. In this way, Tom foon-contracted the moft 
mortal averfion to all religion, and. to all religious inftruction, 
And while his pious, but miftaken-parents, were endeavoring, 
jn their-way, to imprefs his youthful mind with the fear of his 
€reator, he was often employed in meditating future fchemes 
of mifchief, to. be communicated. to Jack Vincent, and to be 
accomplifhed together. with him. With this companion, Jack 
conftantly affociated. And as.Tom’s mind was much more 
hardened than the other’s, by his-conftant-refiftance to parent- 
al admonition; he was always foremoft, in the wicked pranks of 
childhood: and the more deliberate villainies. of riper years, 

There was another thing very injurious to the young perfon 
ef whom-I am giving-you anaccount. A lad of his {prightly 
turn was, you may fuppofe, very fond of amufements. And 
there was nota horse-race, a muster, or a court, but Jack mu 
go. Here he fell.in with many bad companions, and into ma_ 
ny wicked coufes. Act firft he was fhocked to fee a man roll- 
ing in the dirt, as drunk and as filthy as a beaft: it wounded 
him to heat the profanity, which is fo frequently heard in our 
court-vards: But he foon became reconciled to thefe things. 
By drinking drams at his father’s (for though old Mr. Vincent 
is a very fober ‘man, yet he unfortunately keeps up the bad 
cuftom not only of drinking drams himfelf-; but alfo of fuffer- 
ing his children to do fo too) by this bad pradtice, I fay, poor. 
Jack foon began pretty highly to relifh the tafte of good liquor. 
Musters and courts were proper places to indulge this liking. 
Avnd by the time that he arrived atthe age of fifteen, he was. 


fometimes feen reeling in the court-yard. As Jack was what 
is.calied a jolly fellow, he mult make one in every Loofe partys 
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that was formed in the neighborhood. His prefence waste 
animating foul of thefe companies of diffipation. It is true 
that he did not fiaifh his career, without many lafhes, and 
fometimes terrible alarms of confcience. 1 remember once, 
returning from a mufter in a crunken ‘frolic, he propofed ri+ 
ding a race with one of his foolifh companions; the propofal 
was inftantly accepted, and the unfortunate youth wes thrown 
from his horfe, and-‘taken-up Yor dead. The near'prefpect of 
death frightened Jac«; and he very folemnly pronsifed that he 
would never ride another‘race, or drink to excefs again. for 
fometime, he behaved very foberly-; attended church; and 
feemed often to be ‘greatly ‘moved. Every body hoped that 
Jack Vincent would-become'a'chriftian. But alas thefe hopes 
were foon nipped in the bud. ‘Fis fatal attachment to the bot- 
tle ruined’ him. In an‘evil hour, he was overcome by temptae 
tion. And every ferious irapreffion-was ‘erafed. In addition 
to all thefe things, fome ‘wicked-companion put itito ‘his hands 
fome of the low, coarfe publications againft chriftianity, which 
have fo much abounded in the few years laftgone by. Jack 
had not now one fingle principle which would preferve him 
from the gulph of ruin, which was opening before him. He 
had never been inftruéted in the evidences of chriftianity ; fo 
that the falfhood and futility of the common place objeétions 
to our religion were not at all perceived by him, And even if 
this had been the cafe, he had plunged fo deep in vice, and 
was fo determined to indulge himfelf, that to disbelieve was 
now, in a certain fenfe, neceflary to his peace. He therefore, 
greedily drank in the poifon. Then indeed his ruin was cere 
tain. He that fears not God, does not regard man. He thar 


feels no dread of futurity, has but feeble motives to reftrain 
him from vicious cources. Jack however, had learned the 
modern cant about priest-crafi and superstition and reason, and 
he thought himfelt mighty wife indeed! At every public place, 
he had around him a throng of giddy, thoughtlefs wretches, 
who laughed at his buffoonery, and drank the liquor with 
which he was ever ready to fupply them, Thus he went on 
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as the fcripture faith “‘ waxing worfe and worfe ;” Corrupt 
himfelf and corrupting others, | 

In the mean time, however, Jack fellin love witha ofioh. in 
the neighborhood: a handfome, good natured, thoughtlefs 
young thing, who was captivated by his lively infinuating 
manners, and eafy addrefs; and who refolved to marry him, 
contrary tu the warm remonftrances of her parents. This is 
not the firft girl, that I have known ruined in this way. Few 
will grow wife by the experience of others. Eafy manners, 
gaiety, and wit, with young, thoughtlefs females, fupply the 


place of fober habits, religious principles, and all thofe folid 
qualities which are neceflary to domettic felicity. Jack, in. 


ceed, promifed that he would forfake his evil courfes, and 
hive a life of fobriety. And fhe, foolifhly enough, trufted hig 
promifes; influenced no doubt, by a fecret hope, that fhe 
would have power over him fufficient to reclaim him entirely. 
1f he loves me, faid fhe, as I am fure he does, he will certain- 
ly try to make me happy. I will foon convince him, that I 
{hall be miferable, it he perfifts in the practices which it is faid 
he follows, and he willdo fo no more. But itis running a 
dreadful rifk to calculate in this way. Poor Fanny! how mi. 
ferably has fhe been difappointed. They were married: and 
tor a few weeks, every thing feemed to augur well. Jack 
kept fober; fet about bufinefs: declared that he was quite 
happy, and his wife exulting in the fancied realization of her 
hopes, could not help boa{ting to her mother the prudence of 
her choice. But better experience foon taught her that though 
“ Young folks think old folks to be fools, yet Old folks know 
young folks to be fools.” Jack rode out one evening, and 
was to return in the courfe of two hours. But the appointed 
hour arrived, and he did not appear. Nine o’clock came, 
bat no Jack was tobe feen. His wife became impatient and 
anxious. She flarted at every found, expedting her hufband. 


But fhe had to fpend a fleeplefs night alone. He did not re=_ 
turn until the followingevening, The affair was this; In. 
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his ride, he met: with fome old companions, who infilted v#- 
his joining them ina little frolick which they had juft. planas 
ed. At-firft he-gave a pofitive denial: but was at laf prevails 
ed on to alight, and take one drink of grog. ‘* Surely,” faid 
he, ** though I have promifed. not to drink too much, one 
glass will do me no harm.” Without much difficulty, he was 
perfuaded to take a second; and then a third; until he be. 
came quite warm. Cards were then introduced. Jack got 
into a conteft with a profeft gambler, who dexterouily 
wrought upon his feelings, while he was quite éenflamed.. He 
betted largely ; loft—raifed his bet—and loft again—until 
before morning came, he had loft a thoufand dollars. Toa 
young man juft beginning the world, this: was a very ferious 
lofs. Though he had been moft fcandaloufly cheated, yet 
Jack was a Jad of too much spirit, not to pay his debts of honor. 
His property was facrificed to fatisfy the demands of the gam- 
bler- You can imagine, better than I can defcribe, how thefe 
things diftrefled his wife. All her tow’ring hopes of happi- 
nefs were humbled in the duft: and fhe faw inevitable ruin 
® hanging over her. One would have fuppofed that this fevere 
{troke would completely check the unhappy man; but it only 
accelerated his fall. The firft ftep in vice always renders the 
fecond more eafy. Jack was induced now to venture farther 
than before, in order to make up his loffes. ‘* Fortune will, 
certainly change” thought he, * before long—I will not al- 
ways have bad lack.”? Thus did he go on, ftill lofing, and 
fill deluding himfelf with the vain hope, thatby fome lucky 
ftroke, he would recover what he had loft: untilin lefs than a 
year, his property was totally gone, Want ftared him in the 
face; and he had recourfe to deep drinking for relief. His 
feelings were fometimes wrought up to a pitch of indifcriba- 
blehorror. His wife brought him a fon—but this event, fo 
pleafing to moft parents, only ferved to heighten his diftrefs. 
He had ‘intailed want, infamy and mifery upon his child. The 
prefence of this infant, and the woman he had fo greatly injus 
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ted, rendered his liome intolerable. I have feen him fomes 
tithes, with a perturbed countenance, and haggard looks, fteal, 
ing along fome unfrequented path, to the little tavern, which 
we have juft left, where he would {pend day after day in intox, 
ication. A few weeks ago, he attempted to commit felf- mur. 
ders but in the moment of executing this dreadful defign, his 
principles of infidelity failed him; and his whole frame was 
fo diffolved by terror, that he only gave himfelf a flight wound. 
In the agonies of a condemned foul, he flew to the: tavern, 
where he drank fuch a quantity of ardent {pirit, as threw him 
into violent convulfions. His conftitution was before broken 
by intemperance, and he never recovered this fhock, As 
death approached; however, the folemi truths of religion 
burft upon his mind with irrefiftable energy. The confci« 
oufnefs of having blafphemed his Savior: ridiculed that reli- 
gion, which only can pluck the fting out of death; and re- 
nounced the only foundation of human hope, filled him with 
agony. I endeavored in vain toturn his attention to a cruci- 
fied Redeemer. Defpair had taken hold of his foul; and he 
funk under the ftroke of death: in the horrible manner, which 
you have juft witneffed. His parents, you fee, are cut to 
the heart, with the dreadful end of their darling fon. The 
affliction comes the heavier, becaufe they have much to re* 
proach themfelves with. How keenly muft parents feel, 
when, feeing the fon of their love die the death of the finner, 
they feel the confcioufnefs of having negleéted the precept of 
fcripture ‘* Train up a child_in the way he should ga, and 
when he is old he will not depart from it.” 


Thus ended Mr. Jervas—And I fincerely wifh that parents 
may take warning by the awful fate of the unhappy Jack Vin" 
cent, and Bring up their children in the nurture and admoni 
tion of the Lord. 
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SOLUTION OF A TEXT OF SCRIPTURE: 


The following Sermon was preached by the Rev. GEORGE Aé 
BAXTER, at Bethel, on the ordaination of the Rev. William 
MP, heter Se 


(PUBLISHED BY REQUEST OF THE LEXINGTON PRESBYTERY.)} 


1 Timothy, iit..1.— This is a true saying, if any man desire 
the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. | 


Wuen our Saviour inftituted his church in the world he ins. 
tended to form it into a regular government. He never gave 
any countenance to thofe plans of infubordination, which, 
fome have attempted to introduce into ecclefiaftical matters. 


| Intending to erect his church into an orderly kingdom, he 


appointed all the officers neceflary for the management of its 

affairs, and the exercife of its authority. The principal of 
thefe offices, 1s that of a gofpel minifter, which the prefent 

occafion, as well as the words of our text leads us to confider. 
He that desires the office of a bishop, desires a good work.—m 
In treating the fubjeét arifing from thefe words, we fhall pure 
fue the following order : 


I. We shall make some explanatory observations on the office 
of agospel minisier— 

LI. Consider the qualifications it requires— 

LE, The duties it imposes —and, 

If. The treatment to which it is entitled. 

I. According to this order, we fhall proceed in the firkt place 
to make some explanatory observations on the office of a gospel 
minister. My firft obfervation is, that the fcriptures do not 
appear to give any ground for the diftinction of a fuperior and 
inferior order of the clergy. Some of the proteftant churches, 
however, holda different opinion on this fubject. They fuppole 


that the word.bifhop defignates a fuperior order of the clergys 
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and that of prefbyter or elder an inferior clafs, I might pre- 
duce feveral paflages of fcripture to refute this opinion, but 
fhall content myfelf with the following. ‘ For this caufe left 
I thee in Crete, that thou fhouldeft fet in order the things 
that are wanting, and ordain elders in every city as I had aps 
pointed thee. If any be blamelefs, the hufband’ of one wife, 
having faithful children not accufed of riot, or unruly, Fora. 


bifhop muft be blamelefs, as the fteward of God ; not felf-will. | 


«d not foon angry, not given to wine, no ftriker, not given: to 
filthy lucre.’ * 


It requires no comment, to fhew, that the Apoftle here ufes 
the words elder and bifhop as fynonymous. He fets out with 
fpecifying the qualifications which ought to be regarded in the 
choice of an elder, and, at the very fame time, applies all hig 
direQijons to the choice of a bifhop. 

My next obfervation is, that a minifter holds an authority 
delegated to him by the great head of the church: this is evi- 
dent, becaufe our Saviour has entrufted them with the exer- 


cife or difcipline and government, enjoining it upon them to. 
reprove, rebuke, and exhort with alt authority ; and to dif- 


charge the epifcopal office of his church, fo as to promote the 
edification and good of his people. It is alfo evident, from 


the terms by which miniflers are fometimes defignated in {crip. | 


ture, particularly from their being called ambafladors of Chrii. 
‘ Now then we are ambafladors for Chriit, as though God 
did befeech you by us : we pray you in Chrift’s ftead be 
ye reconciled to God.’f But to guard that doétrine from 
the abufe to which itis liable, and has fometimes been ex- 
pofed, it ought to be remembered, that their authority 
goes no farther than what the {cripture authorifes. They 
are not to lord it over the confciences of men; or to confider 
themfelves as lords of God’s heritage. Their bufinefs is to 
carry into effect that fyftem of government which Chrift has 


laid down in the holy fcriptures. When they confine them- " 
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félves within the limits, and at according to the direétions 
of the word of God, then it is that they are fupported by this 
folemn fanétion—‘he that defpifeth you defpifeth me.’ 
With thefe reftrictions, we are certainly to underftand what 
our Saviour fays to his difciples, and through them to the of 


| ficers of his church in every future age, ‘ verily I fay unto 


you, whatfoever ye fhall bind on earth fhall be bound in hea« 
ven.”* This part of the fubject fuggefts a very ufeful cauti- 
on, both to the officers and the people of the church of Chrifte 
The officers fhould take heed not to abufe a commiffion which 
is fo facred, and the limits of which have been fixed by the 
Lord Jefus Chrift himfelf, and the people fhould beware of 
trifling with church difcipline, and of inconfiderately oppo- 
fing it, left whilft they apprehend themfelves as dealing only 
with their fellow-creatures, they fhould be found oppotfing an 
ordinance of God. 

Another obfervation, is, that the minifterial authority is 
conferred by regular ordination. I know, indeed, that they 
aré not wanting in the prefent day, who confider ordination 
as unimportant or unneceflary. They fuppofe themfelves to 
be called of heaven to the facred office, and to have received 
their commiflion immediately from God. When the matter 
is rightly underftood, I am far from denying the propriety 
ofa divine call, but a divine call can never be intended to 
fuperfede the inftitutions of heaven. Ordination is certain. 


| ly an appointment of fcripture, and fanctioned by the exame 


ple of the primitive church. If, therefore, we are to pay 
any regard to the fcriptures in matters of church governs 
ment, we mutt not lay this ordinance afide. Befides the reas 
fonablenefs and neceflity of the inftitution, have a ftrong 
claim on our attention. The great head of the church, feems 
to have appointed ordination as the only fure rule by which 
the people could know who were minifters and who were 


not. Such arule appears to be indifpenfibly neceffary. 


% Matth. xviii, 18. 
= F ‘ 
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It is the duty of achriftian to receive the facraments, and 
he can receive them only from the hands of regular minifters , 
if then there be no rule for afcertaining who are regular mi. 
nifters, the people can never know that they live in the 
performance of their duties. But there is no way of af. 


certaining this, in the prefent ftate of the church, but by: ore 
dination. in the primitive church indeed, they had officers 
commiflioned immediately by Chrift himfelf. This, in a 


great degree, conftitutes the difference between an apottolic 


office, and that of the common miniftry, the apoftle receives 
his commifhon immediately from heaven, and the minifter 
receives a fimilar, though inferior authority, by ordination, 
But then Apoftles, and all extraordinary officers whofe coms 
miffions were immediately from God, performed miracles, or 
carried with them fome fupernatural evidence of their autho« 
rity. And if any perfon pretends to an immediate commiff. 
on from heaven, to preach the gofpel now, and does not cone 
firm his pretenfions in the fame way, he ought to be'treated 
as an impofter. We cannot infer the minifterial authority 


of aman, from his preaching the truth in an acceptable man. 
ner; forthen every man of piety and talents might begin to 


preach, and adminifter the facraments without any ceremo- 
ny, and in contradiétion to the rules laid down in the facred 
volume. It would not even do to fay God bleffes his preach. 
ing; for we are incompetent to fearch the heart, and a man’s 
converts may appear promifing for a time and not prove real 
converts atlaft. In fat nothing but miracles can be confi- 
dered as fufficient to prove an immediate commiffion: and 
as the age of miracles has ceafed, all pretenfions to fuch a 
commiffion, or to any other commiffion than what is conferred 
by regular ordination, ought to be treated as enthudaftic 
prefumption. 

My laf obfervation is that ele&ion, as well as ordination, 
is neceffary, before a clergyman obtains the right of exerci- 
fing his minifterial authority ia aay particular church. ‘The 
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truth of this obfervation arifes from the nature and Privileges 
of churches confidered as voluntary affociations: thefe privie 
leges are countenanced in fcripture, and conititute a part of 
that f{piritual liberty, which we have a right to enjoy, but 
fhould be careful not to abufe—a liberty, fome degree of 
which, ig abfolutely neceflary to the fincerity, if not to the pu- 
rity, of religious worfhip.. There are many denominations 
of clergy, whom we admitto be regularly invefted with the 
minifterial funétions, and yet from diverfity of opinion, we 
cannot in confcience fubmit to their inftructions, or govern. 
ment, That clafhing of opinion, which attends all human 
affairs and which could not be wholly excluded from religi= 
on, even in the days of infpiration, makes it neceffary that 
the people: fhould have the right of choofiag their paftor. 
This eleGtion may be either general or particular—general, 
when a minitter is brought into the felldwihip and communi. 
on of a certain denomination, by thofe appointed to exercife 
its government, and particular, when he is called by a con- 
gregation to difcharge among them the epifcopal officee We 
fhall now proceed, ' : 

II. In the fecond place, to consider the qualifications which 
the ministerial office requires. The firft qualification which 
I fhall mention, is real vital piety. There are a great many 
reafons why this qualification fhould be neceffary, and the 
majority of them fo obvious, that it will be fufficient barely 
to mentionthem. It feems, indeed, to be one of the greatett 
abfurdities in the world, for an unregenerate man to obtrude 
himfelf into the facred defk. Shall an enemy to God under- 
take to advance his honor, or promote his intereft in the 
world! Shall any one make it the bufinefs of his life, to ex. 
plain and enforce the dottrine of fcripture, when the ferip- 
tures contain the fentence of his everlafting condemnation? 
With great propriety it was once faid by an eloquent preach- 
er, “when an unregenerate man comes into the pulpit, he 
carries his own death warrant in his hand.” Itis related 
of a diftinguifhed preacher, in the earlier days of the church, 
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that on a certain occafion he was induced by the fear of péra 


fecution to comply with fome idolatrous ceremonies, which 


atterwards appeared to amount to fomething like a denial of 
our Saviour. The next time he went into the pulpit, the 
firft thing that met his eye, was the fixteenth verfe of the fifs 
tieth Pfalm, ‘ But unto the wicked, God faith, what haft thou 
to do to declare my ftatutes, or that thou fhouldft take my 


covenant into thy mouth.’ The conviction of this paflage, | 


{truck him dumb at the time, and for feveral days afterwards 
kept him in a ftate bordering on diftraétion. And I am 
perfuaded that no unregenerate man, were not his confcience 
fatally afleep, would ever attempt to preach the word of God. 
One confideration which makes religion necefflary in a mi- 
nifter, is, that itis the beft. preparative for receiving and un- 
deritanding the truths of the fcriptures. The depravity of 
the human heart, is the original fource of all error, and what- 
ever an early education or orthodox inftruction may have 
done for us, we are never fecure even againft effential errors, 
until we poffefs a fanctified heart. But fuppofing our dodiri- 
nal fentiments fhould be correét, praétical religion is to be 
learned only from experience: and how fhall that man lead 


others in the road to heaven who has never travelled it hime 


felf—the blind would lead the blind, and our Saviour has told 
us what would be the confequence. Befides an irreli gious mi- 
nifter could not delight in his office and of courfe, could not 
be diligent in performing the duties of it: and what is ftill 
more important, nothing can be done inthe minifterial office 
without the divine bleffing, and an irreligious man has but 
little reafon to expect that. | 

But I think it not only neceffary that a minifter fhould pof- 
fefs religion, and that in an eminent degree, he ought to be 
a man of the moft upright, exemplary, and prudent conduét, 
patient; and forbearing, and able, on all occafions, to command 
his own temper. I mention this, becaufe there are fome pro. 
feffors of religion, of whom charity would teach us to hope 


well, who are, notwithftanding, fubject to a ficklenefs and ins 
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confilency of conduét, which would be very incompatable 
with the office of the gofpel miniftry. Together with the 
qualifications already mentioned, I think it very defirable,-if 
not abfolutely neceflary, that a minifter of Chrift, fhould pof- 
fefs, in a good degree, the aflurance of faith, and a warm zeal 
for glorifying God in the gofpel of his Son. 


It is undoubtedly of great importance, that the work of the 
miniftry fhould not be committed to weak or ignorant men, 
who might he unable to teach others; competent gifts, as 
well as graces are indifpenfibly requifite. I do not mean, that 
candidates ought to be rejected for the want of preeminent 
talents, but a gofpel minifter ought to poffefs a mind naturale 
ly found, and well cultivated. A liberal education may not 
in all cafes be indifpenfibly neceflary—uncommon natural ta- 
lents combined with certain circumftances, may compenfate 
in fome degree for the want of improvement; but generally 
fpeaking, I think what is commonly called a liberal educatiog 
ought tobe required. A minifter of Chrift fhould certainly 
attend to all thofe branches of human learning, which might 
enable him to deliver his meffage with propriety; and in 
order to underftand his meffage he ought to be acquaint. 
éd with the facrea fcriptures, in the original languages. 
Zhere may be fome difpute as to the courfe of fludy 
moft proper to effe&t the firft of the purpofes, or to quas 
lify a man for fpeaking, but it is certain that to accomplith 
both the purpofes juft mentioned, a confiderable courfe of hue 


man learning, is abfolutely requifite. 


But there are fome denominations in the world, who de- 
clare abfulutely againft the necefiity of a learned miniltry, 
and in fupport’ of their fentiments, alledge the example of 
our Saviour, who chofe filhermen and mechanic’s to be the 
firft minifters of the new teflament. ‘Their error however) 
.4s happens in almoft every cafe of bad reafoning, confifts in 
comparing things which do not refemble. It is true that our 
Saviour in the firft inftance, chofe mechanic’s and fifiermen 
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¢0 publith the gofpel: but to fay nothing of the advantages § bY 
which thefe men derived from his perfonal inftructions ang 25 § 
example, for upwards of three years; when he fent them in, B 3° 
to the world, he endowed them with miraculous qualificati. 5° 
ons; he enabled them to perform miracles, to {peak all lan. ha 


guages that were neceflary, and by a fupernatural infpiration, im 
infiruéted them what they ought to fpeak. ‘ But when they hif 
fhall deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye fhall inf 


{peak: for it fhall be given you in the fame hour what ye we 
fhall fpeak.. For it is not ye that fpeak, but the Spirit of your di 
Father which fpeaketh in you.* Here now, were men, ens Ww 
dowed with eyery qualification, that can be conceived of, or % 
fuppofed neceflary for the purpofe. The gift of miracles JB J‘ 
which arrefted the attention and carried conviction to the q 
confciences of the world—the gift of tongues which contri- " 
buted to. the fame end, and alfo furnifhed them with an oppor- k 
tunity of communicating the treafures of the gofpel to all na- . 
tions—and the fpirit of infpiration, which enabled them to . 


give the moft appropriate and falutary inftructions, on every ' 
occafion. I fhould think, if any thing can be inferred from 
our Saviour’s example in this cafe, taking the whole of it to. : 
gether, it would be that a minifter of Chrift, ought to poflefs 
all qualifications neceflary for convincing and inftructing. the 
world. 

But thofe with whom we contend, will fuppofe that by pof- 
fefling real religion, and being taught in the fchool of Chriit, 
they obtain all the knowledge and qualifications which are ne- 
ceflary, In reply to this, I will readily admit that religion 
is the beft preparative, for underftanding the word of Gods 
and I have no doubt the divine Spirit, confpiring with the ufe 
of means, greatly affils a pious minifter in his ftudies. But 
diftingt from the qualifications which grace may confer, there 
are others obfolutely neceflary, and which may be acquired 





* Matth. x. 194.20. 
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by.a.courfe ofhuman means. It will, no doubt be admitted, 
as of the frft importance, that a gofpel minifter fhould. have 
a correct knowledge of the holy feriptures, for without this he 
isno better than the blind leading the blind. But to under 
ftand the holy fcriptures, we fhould be acquainted with them, 
in the original languages, we fhonld be acquainted with the 
hiftory of thofe cuftoms, and events, in the midlt of which the 
infpired penman wrote, and to which they frequently allude ; 
we fhould be verfed in literary fcience, fo as to underfland the 
different modes of writing—the different phrafes and figures 
with which all compofitions abound, and the rules of interpre 
tation, to which all writings human or divine, muft be fub- 
| jected, without fome knowledge of this kind we fhail not be 
qualified even to follow a good Commentator on the {fcrip- 
tures, or to form any opinion for ourfelves. But how is this 
knowledge to be obtained? It may as already faid be obtained 
by. human means, or it might be conferred by the extraordina- 
ry infpiration of the divine Spirit. But thofe who negleé the 
natural means, and pretend that divine teaching gives them alk 
neceflary knowledge, are pretending to an infpiration which 
fuperfedes the ufe of means, and is therfore very diftin’ from 
the common operations of grace; for common grace does, not 
fupercede means, but encourages and affifts in the ufe of them: 
But when any one makes pretenfions of this kind, he ought to 
fupport them by miracles, or fome fupernatural evidences. 
The teaching of which he {peaks is a fecret miracle, and 
amounts to fometheng like that infpiration which the apoftles 
poffeffed, and if itbe of this kind it needs a publick miracle 
to make it credible. All pretending therefore that we are 
taught by the divine Spirit what things we ought to learn, as 
others learn them, fhould be ‘rejeéted in the prefent day, as 
felf.righteous prefumption ; and if any people give credit to 
fuch pretenfions, they are manifeftly in the high road of error 
. and delufion: and what is. worfe, they put themfelves under 
the influence of a delufion, which cannot be corrected or rea« 
foned down becaufe they do not profefs to be led by reafon, or 
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evidence, or {cripture, but by the unfupported affertions of g 
fellow creature. It perhaps would be well to recolleé, that 
the plain line of diftin&tion between impoftures, and the rea] 
meffengers of heaven, has been pretty much the fame in every 
age. An impoftor never proves his affertions. Maho. 
met had his fecret miracles and infpirations, but he did 
not pretend to confirm them by any publick miracles; 
and modern impofters, have their illumination and teachings 
for which they can give no evidence but their own affertion, 
On the other hand the real meffengers of grace always deal 
with mankind as with reafonable creatures ; when they intro. 
duced a divine revelation into the world at firft they confirm: 
ed it by fufficient and undeniable miracles, and fince the age 
of miracles has ceafed they require the belief of nothing but 
what can be proved from a revelation fufficiently authentica- 
ted. Thefe obfervations will, I truft, be fufficient to thew 
that the improvement or knowledge neceffary for the minif- 
terial office are not to be expected in a fupernatural way, and 
therefore that a courfe of fcientific education is abfolutely ne. 
ceffary. But let it be remembered, that although all know. 
ledge may be ufefulto a clergyman, his principal attention 
fhould be turned to the fubjeét of divinity. His bufinefs is 
to underftand and teach the doctrines of the word of God, 
and every man ought to be better acquainted with what be. 
longs immediately to his own profeffion, than with any thing 


elfe. I have now taken a brief view of the principal things 


neceffary to qualify a man for preaching the gofpel. What I 


have mentioned are real and cordial religion, a prudent and 


upright moral deportment, a good degree of the affurance of. 


faith, a fervent zeal for glorifying God in the gofpel of his 
Son, and a mind fufficiently improved with ufeful knowledge. 
Thefe things taken together and conneéted with a favorable 
train of providences, conftitute what: may be termed a divine 
call to the minifterial office. ‘They are very much miftaken, 
who fuppofe a miniftirial call to confit in blind impulfes 
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or impreffions. of which a perfon can give no rational account, 
and which have no relation to his fitnefs for the work. A 
minifterial call comprehends all the neceffary qualifications for _ 
the office, both human aad divine. And a minifterial call 
without minifterial qualifications, is the greatett abfurdity in 
the world 


IIf, In the third place we were to confider, the duties 
which the ministerial office imposes. On this part of the fub. 
jet, as well as upon every other part of it, [ think it neceffa- 
ry to confult brevity. The fubjeét itfelf is very extenfive, 
and if every thing were to be faid which might be faid, it 
would make avolume rather thanafermon. [| fhall makea 
few remarks on the part of the fubjeét now before us as it ref~ 
pects example, inftruction, and difcipline. 

1. [t isincumbent on a minifter to exhibit a good example, 
this is in fact the duty ofall chriftians, the eyes of the world 
are upon them; they area city fet ona hill; and indeed the 
opinions mankind in general form of religion, is more influen« 
ced by the example of the church than by any thing elfe. 
But a good example on the part of a minifter is more particu. 
larly requifite, as his ftation in the church is more confpicu. 
ous, and his conduct more clofely watched. There is a 
ftrong difpofition in the people of the world to juftify their 
behaviour, and even their vices, by the miftakes of the clergy. 
If they can find any thing in the conduét of a minifter, which 
bears even a diftant refemblance to their own faults, they 
lay hold of it with avidity, and circulate it with exagger- 
ation. Hence the neceffity of avoiding even the appear- 
ance of evil, that if poffible, no ground may be given for in- 
juring the chriftian caufe- A minifter in his deportment, 
fhould avoid every thing light or foppifh ; in his intercourfe 
with the world, whatever favors of duplicity or over-reaching, 
and in whatrelates to religion he fhould always be folemn and 
fincere. His whole converfation fhould be feafoned with pi. 
. ety, and the gravity of his character always fupported. There 


is a wonderful delicacy in the charaéter of a clergyman; f 
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have known men celebrated through life and. after death, for. 
their virtuous behaviour, who were addicted to a number of 
vices, any one of which, would have ruined the imflience 
of a clergyman, and covered him with difgrace for years, pers 
haps for life. This faét it is true, #s for the honor of religion, 
as it fhews the fuperior purity, expe&ted of thofe who make a 
diftinguifhed profeffion of it, but it fthews at the fame times. 
with how much caution a minifter ought to aét. Perhaps 
the exhibiting of a proper example is the moft difficult, and 
at the fame time the moft important of a minifter’s duties; 
it gives weight to every thing he does, aiid without it all his 
tabors will lofe their efficacy. I fhalt give two general di- 
reCtions to affift in the accomplifhment of this all important 
purpofe. The firft is, to reflect much on the great object of 
our miffion. A minifter ftands between the living and the 
dead; his labors are direéted to the falvation of finners, 
and he muft foon give an account of his ftewardfhip to the 
Judge of all the earth. Let him familiarize thefe confideras 
tions to his mind, and they will form the beft guard on his 
conduct. In the fecond place, he ought to beware of what 


fome would term little faults. A great many little things, 
have a ftrong influence on the character; and it is oftener by 


thefe than by grofs mifdemeanors, that his refpeCtability and 
ufefulnefs is tnapaired. 

2 I fhall next fpeak of the duty of inftru&tion. This is 
comprehended in a great meafure, though not entirely, in 
preaching the word of God. The danger of unfaithful 
preaching is perhaps no where more ftrongly paintec than 
in the language of Ezekiel ; ‘So thou O Son of man, I have fet 
thee a watchman unto the houfe of Ifrael: therefore thou fhalt 
hear the word at my mouth, and warn them from me...When 
I fay unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou fbalt furely die; 
if thou doft not fpeak to warn the wicked from his way, that 
wicked man fhall die in his iniquity ; but his: blood will I re. 
quire at thine hand...Neverthelefs, if thou warn the wicked 





235 


of his way to turn from it; if he do not turn from his way h¢ 
fhall die in hisi iniquity ; but thou haft delivered thy foul. eal 

One of the great ends of preaching i is to Convince the care. 
lefs. This requires plain, honeft, and fincere dealing.— 
Plain, honeft, and affectionate ftatements fhould be given them 
of the guilt and danger of fin, and perhaps generally convey- 
ed in the language of {cripture. Nothing thould be kept 
back through the fear of man or the defire of popularity, and 
yetrafh or coarfe expreffiuns, calculated to give unneceffary 
offence, fhould be carefully avoided. There may be an ho- 
nett policy in preaching the gofpel of Chrift—the wifdom of 
the ferpent, and the harmleffacfs of the dove. There are 
certain avenues which more furely reach the heart; and the 
man who underftands human nature, may lay hold of thefe 
with propriety, or rather it is his duty todo it. The beft rule 
on this fabjed, is to feel a rong defire for the falvation of 
thofe to whom we {peak ; this will convert all our knowledge 
into the proper channel, and frequently communicates an ine 
&tinctive fomething to our addrefs, which is moft likely to be 
accompanied with the divine bleffiing. A minifter may fomes 
times feela temptation to expofe the vices of his enemies, for 
his own gratification, and that under the appearance of declas 
ring the truth with faithfuluefs: but fuch condust would be 
very wicked, aad perhaps the motives of it would often be de, 
teéted—Sincerity has a ftamp peculiar to ithelf, which can 
hardly ever be counterfeited fuccefsfully. 

Another great end of preaching, is to dire& the awakened 
finner. When a finner is once awakened, the moments are 
precious and critical, and none of them fhould be loft. The 
confcience labouring under a fenfe of guilt, will feek for reft, 
and often finds it where it faould not. Every effort fhould 
now be employed to guard the finner from failing back into 
uabelief—trom refting on a falfe hope, or from fettling on any 
. thing fhort of the Lord Jefus Chri. Some feem to aét upon 


B Lzek. xNKiti. 7.0.8...9. 
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the belief that when convictions is once begun, we may fafely 
truft the work to God himfelf. It is certainly true, that all 
our preaching on this, and every other fubject, will be unavail- 
ing, without the fuperintending agency of the divine Spirit, 
But the divine Spirit co-operates with means, and although 
fkilful initruGtion may be frequently baffled, it is no. doubt free 
quently the effentia! means of falvation. 


The edification of Chriftians, is alfo an important end of 
preaching. It is true, perfons may be very ignorant when 
they become Chriftians, but is far from defirable that they 
fhould continue fo. It was indeed once thought that igno. 
rance was the mother of devotion; but the faét is, knowledge 
is necefiary to give piety its true dire¢tion, and unfold the 
chriftian charaéter to advantage. Religion wi:hout know- 
ledge, either degenerates into thoughtlcffnefs, or blind zeal. 
I hope, indeed, the truly pious will always have light enough 
to keep them back from the worft exceffes of fanaticifm ; but 
they may do much injury to the chriftian caufe. On the 
other hand, if all the churches of Chrift were properly ins 
firuéted in the doétrines of grace, and all the various branch. 
es of duty, it would wipe off much imperfeétion from the 
chriflian character; and there would be lefs of that ftumbling 
which hardens the wicked, grieves the judicious chriftian, 
and mars the beauty of the church. For this great purpofe, 
fermons ought to be inftruétive; they ought clearly to unfold 
thofe doétrines of the gofpel, more immediately connneéted 
with repentance towards God, and faith in the Lord Jefus 
Chrift; thefe doétrines promote humility, tendernefs of con- 
fcience, and lead to the genuine and extenfive reformation of 
the human heart. On certain occafions too, it will be the du. 
ty ofa minifter to defend the chriftian fyftem in general, or 
to defend particular doétrines, and refute particular errors, 
and he fhould always be ready to improve unufual difpenfati- 
ons of divine providence. But as already faid, preaching 
does not comprehend all the inflruticn a minifler fhould come 
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communicate. He fhould make his conduct and converfati= 
on inftruétive, he fhould vifit the fick, and take every oppore 
f tunity of making his people wifer and better. 

The next minifterial duty of which we fhall fpeak, is difci- 
pline. Our Saviour when he inftituted his Church, formed 
itinto a regular kingdom, appointed laws for its government; 
and officers for carrying thofe laws into effect. When, there. 
fore, the difcipline of the Church is properly adminiftered, it 
carries with it, the force of adivine Government. The rules 
of difcipline, and church government, are in the firft place 
to be looked for in the holy fcriptures, and whatever they ef- 
tablifh on the fubject, fhould be confciencioufly obferved.— 
But it is not to be expedted that the fcriptures fhould direct 
all minute cafes, or furnifh rules, which would literally apply 
to alloccurrences. Whenever, therefore, the {criptures do 
not direét us, the government of the church muft be conduét- 
ed by thofe principles and rules, which are effential to the 
good order of all focieties, or voluntary affociations. Moral 
writers do not {cruple to fay, that thofe rules which are effen- 
tial to order, carry with them a divine fanétion; inafmuch, as 
God is the God of order. One of thefe rules, as it applies to 
the church, is, that in all matters, which fairly come before 
the members of the church, at large, a majority muft govern- 
Another is, that all regulations not anti-{criptural; which are 
fanétioned by a majority of the church, fhould be religioufly 
obferved. Thefe rules are not literally enjoined in f{cripture, 
and yet, as there could be no orderly fociety without them, 
I apprehend they carry with them, a divine authority. But 
according to thefe rules, it would feem that thofe of our coms 
munion, ought, in confiftency, to acknowledge, that church 
government is rightly adminiftered, when it isagreeable to out 

Standard or Conflitution, which is our interpretation of the 
* facred {criptures, as they relate to this point. If thefe views 
of the fubjeét were fairly attended to, it might prevent a great 
geal of trouble, with refpeé& to ecclefiaftical matters. I: is 
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a matter of regret and aftonifhment to fee how church dif. 
cipliné is fometimes treated. There are people who enter the 
church as though all right belonged to them alone, they with 
to trample on its regulations at pleafure, and complain loudly 
of the bigotry of thoie who would prevent their doing fo. But 
iffuch people would confider it, all the bigotry lies at their own 
door. Ifa church be a voluntary affociation, what right have 
they to change the rules (for to violate with impunity is to 
change them) which the will of a majority have fanGtioned, 
‘The principles of fuch conduct are tyranny, they have little 
reafon, and lefs fcripture, on their fide, and thofe who incon: 
fiderately a&t upon them, are ating a dangerous part. They 
are triflng with the rules of that church which our Saviour 
calls the kingdom of heaven, in a manner in which they would 
not trifle with the regulations of any petty fociety whatever. 
‘This leads me to obferve, that many of thofe, who make 
the greateft out-cry, about what they call religious liberty, 
ate in reality, among the greateft religious bigots in the 
world. The firft obje& of their clamor, no doubt is, to free 
themfelves from the power of others ; but another as ardent- 
ly defired, is, to get all power into their own hands, This 
obfervation, if I am not greatly miftaken, applies to all men 
who do not live quietly under the rules of that church, to 
which they have attached themfelves, unlefs their confciences 
oblige them, either to attempt a reformation, or to withdraw: 
and when a good man attempts reformation, he will proceed 
m an orderly conftitutional manner, or ifhe withdraws, he 
will withdraw quietly. 
1V. In the fourth place, we fhall confider the treatment ta 
which the ministerial office is entitled. This part of the fub- 
ject brings into view the reciprocal duties of the people to 
their clergy. My firft obfervation here is, that fome of the 
duties of the people are corelative with thofe of mininifters, 
and fuppofed by them. Of this kind, particularly, is an atten- 
tive hearing of the gofpel, and a fubmifiion to difcipline-- For 
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why is fo much apparatus provided for publifhing the gofpel # 
why is the blood of him that dies unwarned required at the 
watchman’s hand, if thofe who receive the warning are not 
bound to improve it? And we have already {hewn the nature 
of difcipline, and the reafonablenefs and neceflity of fubmitting 
to it, fo far as it is an ordinance of God. 

I fhall next obferve, that a certain degree of refpeé& is due 
to the minifterial office. If they be the ambaffadors of Chrift, 
this will confirm my obfervation, for the reprefentatives of a 
prince, efpecially if they behave with propriety, are always 
treated with refpect in proportion as their mafter is refpected. 
The refpeé and friendthip due to the office, will lead real 
chriftians to bear with the imperfections and failings of the 
men, for minifters are but men, and will always have their im- 
perfeétions. The fame principle, will teach them to be cauti- 
ous in believing, or circulating unfavourable reports, refpecting 
the clergy, on flight evidence, or of judging them harhhly, 
where their motives are not known. Indeed this kind of fore 
bearance, is due to all perfons, but itis required more pare 


f ticularly for the clergy, as much may depend on their maine 


taining an upright character, and as they are at leaft, as liable 
to mifreprefentation, as any other defcription of men. But 
we are not to infer from what I[ have faid, that the clergy 
fhould be fpared, when guilty of grofs offences. In that cafe, 
the intereft of religion requires, that they fhould be imparti- 
ally dealt with. I do not hefitate to fay, that grofs offences 
in a clergyman, are more criminal than in others: they are 
bound to abftain from vice, by the fame obligations, which 
bind others, and the fantity of their office, fhould form an 
additional motive. 

The refpe& due to their office, fhould procure for minifters 
a candid and patient hearing of what they deliver, as the 


~-counfel of God. It is not, indeed, the duty of the people to 


follow their inflruCtions in a blind implicit manner; the word 
ot God, is the tet by which every opinion fhould be tried. 
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But on doubtful points, it feems not too much for the peo, 


ple to fuppofe, that their minifter might be better qualified. 


than they, to form an opinion, and this would produce a de. 
ference, which would make them cautious in rejeCting what 
he might advance. 


Another duty of the people, which it may feem delicate to 


mention, but which [ find pointedly inculcated in the word of, 


God, is that of giving their minifter a worldly maintainance, 
I know fome denominations make a great out-cry againft the 
doétrine of fupporting the clergy, and abufe, in the moft illibe. 
ral terms, thofe who profeffedly receive any thing like a com. 
penfation for their minifterial labors. There is no perfon 
more oppofed than I am to unfriendly bickerings between 
different denominations ; but as the charge juft mentioned, has 
been repeatedly made, and urged againft us in the moft acri. 
monicus language, I think it neither indecent nor improper to 
fhew its futility. My firft enquiry fhall be whether thofe who 
mae this charge, are confiltent with themfelves, for the doce 
trine they advance on this fubject, is I confefs, not wholly in: 
applicable to their other principles. They require no exe 
penfive education to qualify their minifters, nor do they enjoin 
laborious ftudy, and preparation to form their difcourfes for 
the public: if then their fermons coft them nothing, it feems 
not improper that they fhould give them to the people for no- 
thing. Butco they aé& thus? We do not find them laboring 
with their hands for fubfiftence. They derive their living 
from the altar. And, perhaps if all calculations were made, 
the fum neceffary to fupport the appearance they make, would 
not fall fo far below what is received by thole againft whom 
they fo loudly exclaim, But the charge of mercenary princi- 
ples muft be tried by the facrifices made to the interefls of re- 
ligion. And what have thofe feftarians to boaft of here : 
‘They frequently tell us they were ‘ called from labor to labor 
in the vineyard of their Mafter.” And probably a young man 
without funds, or any other refources than his own labor, 


would not find it eafy to fupport himfelf more comfortably 
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shan thefeperfons do, by the emoluments of their office: Bug 
on the other hand, fuppofe a young man had acquired an edus 
cation, fufficient to introduce him into any of the learned 
profeffions, [ will not afk this congregation, whether fuch a 
man, would not make confiderable facrifices, by devoting 
himfelf to the gofpel miniftry. I have now taken, what I 


believe to be a candid view of this fubjeét, and the refult ape 


pears to be, that the perfons whom [ oppofe, have charged 


mercenary motives on men, who [acrifice much more largely 


than they do, for the interefts of chriftianity. 


But I apprehend the honeft inquirer, will find but few due 
ties fo fully and ftrongly inculcated, as that of fupporting the 


golpel. The texts of {cripture on this fubj-ci are pointed and 


numerous, both in the old and new teftament. It is true, the 


 Apoftle Paul tells the Corinthian church, thx: he had labour. 
ed, working with his hands rather than be burdenfome to 
them; yet, as he acted only asa miffionary among them—as 


the church at that time was not organized—and as he incule 
cates the duty of fupporting the gofpel, at the fame time 
when he reminds them that they had not fupported him, EL 


am certain that nothing can be inferred from his example in 


that cafe, to invalidate the many precepts, which he himfelg 
as well as the other infpired writers, have given on this pointe 

As this duty is ftrongly and plainly inculcated in the word 
of God, fo it is very reafonable in itfelf. Ifa man {pends his 


youth and his patrimony in acquiring the qualifications of an 


office, and muft afterwards employ a life of ftudy, in difchare 
ging the duties of it; is it not reafonable when you call him 


“to difcharge this office for you, that you fhould compenfate 


him for his labors? and more efpecially if you promife him a 
ftated falary, and, what vou yourfelves, will pronounce a low 
and inadequate one, does not juftice and duty require that 
you fhould fulfil your promife? 

But it fhould alfo be recolleéted, that the interefts of re. 
ligion are deeply concerned in this matter. Place a man in 


penurious or embarrafled circumftances, overwhelm his mind 
Hh 
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with the cares of providing fora rifing family, and it is impof 
fible that he fhould make that proficiency in knowledge, ne 
ceflary for the refpectable difcharge of his minifterial duties: 
And, indeed, few things militate more againft the propriety 
and refpectability of congregations themfelves, than repeated 
delinquencies, and accumulated arrearages. When I fpeak 
of refpectability, I do not ufe the word merely with reference 
to the opinions of the world. That refpeétability, which ari- 
fes from the confcientious performance of fcriptural duty, is 
no doubt acceptable to God. And I will further remark, that 
the merit or demerit of minifters, will and muft be refle@ed 
on the fociety of which they are members; for ‘it belongs to 
the nature of all focieties, and is a condition infeparable from 
their very exiftence, that if their principal officers become con. 
temptible the fociety itfelf muft appear fo. 

I fhall now conclude this part of the fubjeét with two obfer. 
vations, The firit is, that what is engaged or ftipulated for 
religious ufes, is not more to be confidered as a debt due to 
individual minifters, or perfons, than as a debt due to God for 
the maintenance of his worfhip. He who gives us all, reclaims 
a part for his own glory. In this light the fubjeé has been 
viewed in the Jewifh church, and among the primitive chrif. 
tians ; and .on this ground it ts, that God challenges the non. 
performance of it as a robbery committed againft himfelf— 
ye are cursed with a curse for ye have robbed me even this whole 
nation. My next obfervation is, that no man will ever be the 
poorer for any prudent liberality in f{upporting the church of 
Chrift. The fcriptures abound with promifes on this fubje&, 
and thofe promifes can eafily be fulfilled without a miracle. 
Every man has fo much of his property, and fo many of his af- 
fairs in a fluctuating flate, that the providence which governs 
the whole world can eafily compenfate or punifh us by infenfi. 
ble methods. But the rewards of this duty are not always ih- 
fenfible ; the performance of it may lead to piety or morality 
in our families or neighborhoods, which will fa ve us in a great 
~wneafure from the extravagancies of vice. And it is much 
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éafier to fupport the gofpel, than to bear the tenth part of the 


¢xpences which vice brings in her train, 


~ [have now gone through the principal duties arifing from 
che contraét which is this day to be ratified. I feel it incum- 
bent on me, to declare, that I have not been thus particular on 
accouut ‘of any peculiar fufpicion with refpeétto the minifter 
and ‘people immediately interefted ; but fill when a contraé& 
is very important it is alfo important that the duties of it 
fhould be fully underftood: The prefent contraét is of the 


moft interefting nature, and has for its objeét, the moft imu 
portant confequences in the world—nothing lefs than your 


prefent and everlafting felicity. Behold’ fays the Pfalmift, 
‘how good and pleafant itis, for brethren to dwell together 
in unity ;? with how much propriety may this be applied toa 
church, preferving its purity and peace at the fame time— 
fubmitting to difcipline—difcharging its duties—and walking 
in all the ftatutes and ordinances of the Lord. Ifthere be 
any thing in. this world which bears even a diftant refem- 
blance of heaven, itis fuch achurch. And where we fee a 
general and confciencious regard to all the precepts and infti- 
tutions of Heaven, we have every reafon to conclude, that a 
great meafure of divine grace refts upon that people, and that 
multitudes. are preparing for the fellowfhip of the faints in 
light. - And fhall we my brethren, entertain the hope that the 
folemnities of this day, will conduce to thefe important ends 
Happy indeed will it be for this people, if they are faithfully 
inftru@ed in the counfel of God, and if they receive the truth 
in the love.of it—if they teach thefe things diligently to their 
children, and ‘bring them up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord.’ Then fhall piety fpread from heart to heart, 


and from family to family, and in the morning of the refurrec- 
tion it fhall be faid, that this man and that man were born 


here. But the reverfe of this pidlure would be gloomy and 


melancholy indeed. A peopie trampling on the word of 
God—conyerting its ordinances into inftruments of ftrife and 
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¢ontention, and whilft the light of divine truth fhines around 
them. finking into formality and forgetfulnefs of their Maker— 
to fuch a people, the gofpel will becume a favor of death un. 
todeath. My brethren, whether you are difpofed to improve 
the difpenfations of grace or not, it is our duty to declare thag 
the kingdom of heaven has come nigh unto you. The ban. 
ner of the gofpel is now ere¢ted in this place—and the fervang 
of the Lord, whom you will foon fee confecrated to the facred 
office, is like his divine mafter, fet for the fall or rife of many 
among yOu. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE: 


es SR 


Extraéts from the Appendix to the Report of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. 


Tue firft is an extract of a letter from the Rev. Dr. Dal- 
rymple, one of the minifters at Ayr. 


‘* I give you joy, and would take fome fmall thare of i¢ 
myfelf, that we have lived to the day of a Britifh and Fo. 
reign Bible Society. In the 82d year of my age, and 59th of 
my miniftry; next to both deaf and blind; it is little that [ 
can do in an attive way to afift in fo glorious a defign: bug 
that little fhall not be wanting. This evening I intend to 
overture our fynod for a colleétion, after the good example 
of the prefbytery of Glafgow, and I hope to fucceed.’.” (p, 34.) 

Mr. Kiefling a refpectable merchant in Nuremberg thus 
writes. 


‘¢ Your letter afforded me fuch joy that I could not contain 
myfelf, but immediately went to the Rev. John Godfried 
Schoener, one of the moft re{fpectable minifters of our City, 
in order to communicate to him the joyful news from a far 
country. He was no lefs affected than myfelf; and we agreed 
to appoint a meeting of chriftian friends on Afcenfion-day, 
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at which we unanimoufly refolved to unite for the formation 
of a Bible Society, and by a printed letter, to invite our chrif& 
tian friends throughout Germany and Switzerland, to affift ug 
in fo noble an undertaking, 
«© When fumetimes I am Privileged to give away a Bible 
or New Teftament, father and mother, fon and daughter, are 


running after me, thanking me a hundred, anda thoufand 
times, kiffing my hand and my coat, fhedding tears of joy, 


and loudly exclaiming ; ‘ May God blefs you: may the Lord 
Jefus blefs you in time and to all eternity.’ Really I felt 


fometimes a foretafte of heavenly joy, fo that I could not fuf. 
ficiently blefs God, for having entrufted me with the honorae 
ble commiflion of fteward of the kind benefaétions of others, 
But the more I difperfe, the more the petitions both of minif- 
ters and fchoolmafters increafe, not only from Auftria, but 
likewife from Stiria, Carinthia, and Hungary, infomuch, 
that Iam afraid to prefent their petitions.” (p. 36.) 

The addrefs circulated by the Nuremberg Bible Society, 
throughout Germany, clofes with the following appeal. 

We corfidently hope for the fuccefs of our undertaking, (4 
in England, according to the lateft accounts, even hard work- 
ing artifans have contributed their mite towards the fupport 
of the Bible Society, can we fuppofe that le{s zeal for the good 
caufe will be difplayed by our German and Swifs reverers of 
the facred writings? 

«© The inherent value of the book, the religious wants of 
the people, the critical circumftances of the times, the pres 
fent tranquility of the States; all thefe, befides many other 
urgent reafons, loudly call for attention to this importang 
undertaking. 

‘© ye, who know and revere the Bible, which yet remains 
the Bible ofall religious parties, lend your aid in promoting it. 


Ye who on the brink of the grave, can difpofe of your property at 
~ pleafure, think on the words of the jult Jucge of the world, J 


was hungry, and ye gave me meat ; 1 was thirsty and ye gave me 


Grink, If the bleffing be already fo great for him who minifters 











246 

to the bodily wants ofthis fellow creatures, how much preates 
will it be for thofe, who, conftrained by the love of Chrift, pro. 
vide for fatisfying the hungry‘after the living word of God, 
and lead thirfty fouls to the pure wells of falvation!”” (p, 41.) 
_ From the letter of a Roman catholic prieft, in Swabia, we 
gladly extraét a few paffages. 

**' I had the pleafure to ‘learn, from a copy of your letter, 
addrefled by Mr. Tobias Kiefling, of Nuremberg, the great 
number of zealous friends of the bible in London, who are 
filled with a noble defire to fend out the pure word of God, 
as the beft preacher, into the world. This account ex. 
cited in my breaft the moft heart- felt joy and gratitude towards 
that God, ‘ who is the only Giver of every good and perfect 
gift;’ but [ felt alfo lively emotions of unfeigned love and 
affection for you, and for all the members of that venerable 
Bible Society, for whom I witha thoufand bleffings. May 
the Lord Jefus through whom ail bleffings are communicated 
to us, be the beginning and end of their praifeworthy under- 
taking! and may his name be glorified for it to all eternity, 

What particularly induced me to write, was your quef. 


tion, whether the Bible was ftill prohibited to the catholics? 
Being convinced thereby, that you was mindful even of the 


poor catholics I was particulary moved and edified; for in, 
deed, nothing is more affeéting than that love which embraces 
all, without the leait diftin@lion; “ for God is love; and he 
that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.” I 
felt myfelf, therefore, conftrained to thank ‘you, in the name 
of all honeft and well difpofed catholics, for thefe your frater- 
nalfentiments, — 

‘« In anfwer to your queftion I obferve, properly fpeaking, 
the Bible has never been prohibited to the catholics. The 
council of Trent only ftates, Iudiscriminata lectio Sacre Scrip- 
ture@ interdiéfaest. Well informed catholics took this always 
in that fenfe only, that not all books of the Bible promiscuously, 
fhould be put into the hands of the common people refering 
chiefly to fome books of the Old Teftament. Befides, this 
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prohibition of the counil of Trent has never been admitted ax 
binding by the whole body of the Roman catholic clergy 1@ 
Germany; but fo much is true, that all blind bigots of out 
church have always fpread the opinion, that it was entirely 
forbidden for all laymen to read the Bible; and this prejue 
dice, is alas! ftilldeeply prevalent among the greater part of 
the people. There are however, at prefent, many of our clere 
gymen, both in Swabia and Bayaria, who ftrongly recomes 
mend the reading of the Bible, chiefly of the New Teftas 
ment ; and do every thing in their power to promote it. I have, 
for my own part diftributed many New Teftaments, and fome 
Bibles among better enlightened catholics ; and feveral of my 
dear brethern in Chrift do the fame. We are however, not 
able to fatisfy all the demands for Bibles: ” (p. 43, 44.) 

‘“¢ Tam fure we could difpofe ofa good numbér of Bibles and 
New Teftaments. The people feem to get more and more 
defirous of the Bible ; and the number of clergymen is increa. 
fing, who ‘not only would tolerate but commend the reading 
of it. 

“ T feel a very great defire to witnefs the f. ormation of a fimi- 
lar Bible Society amongft the Roman catholics ; and indeed 
I will make fome attempts, though I forefee many difficulties, 
and can hardly fuppofe that fo many attive and benevolent 
frieads of the Bible, are tobe found amongft the Roman ca- 
tholics, as would be requifite for fuch an undertaking. Your 
queftion, however, re{pe¢cting the catholics, infpirés me with 
the hope, that your fociety is defirous to extend its beneficial 
influence likewife to the catholics, wifhing only to know, whe- 
ther a difperfion of Bibles among{t them would he practicable : 
and, indeed, it would not only be practicable, but defirable in 
the highett degree.” (p. 44.) 

“¢ I cannot exprefs, in terms fufficiently ftrong, the ferven. 


cy of my joy, and love towards all who, throughout England, 
~ heartily believe in Jefus Chrift as their only Saviour, and zea- 


‘loufly endeavour to extend the Redeemer’s kingdom, © 1 em 
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brace-them all as the beloved and elec of God, as friends and 
brethren in Chrift, let them be of whatever name, or belong. 
ing to whatever church or denomination. The more diftang 
the countries, and the more different the outward forms aud 
eftadlifhments are, the more [ rejoice, if I am priviledged to 
hear, that our ever-faithful Lord and Saviour is gathering 
from amongft them a flock of believing people. Truly, God 
has anumerous Army of Reserve in England, who do not boy 
before the Baal of the age, nor facrifice to the God of the 
times: Let all who know his name, glorify him for this mer. 
cy! May the peace of God, and the all-fufficient grace of ow 


Lord Jefus Chrift be with you all!” (p. 45.) 
——————— 
ERRATA, 


No, I, Vol. 2, In the poem Salvation in Chrift, 
Verfe 1, line 2, for calm read balm. 
Verfe 14, line 2, for grace read blood. 
Errata for the Sermon. 

Page 228, line 3 from top, after * appeared’ infert to him. 
-—— $5 from bottom, after ‘ ought’ infert also. 
229, 12 bot. for ¢he purpofes, read these purpofes, E 
230, 13 top, for the purpofe, read their purpofe. 
232, $ top, for impoftures read impostors 
exbioen bottom line, for miniftirial read ministerial, 
236, line 10, top, after ‘ but’ infert zz, 








i 








240, 8, top, for maintainance read maintenance, 
————==_ 
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